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Subſtance of ſome Sermons, 
which I tranſcribed at the de- 
wor a Friend. I deligned chiefly a 
ratical © Diſcourſe; and if I have 
metimes fallen upon Mi wercg 
bints, it is not from any delight that ; 
: "take thercin.”''I am not. of 4b- a3 
Fs Temper, to make a ſport of Di : San, i 
adiations amongſt Brethren 3 neither '4- 
puld I with Alipi;s, have been temp- 
c d to be a SpeRator of the Gladiators 
nong theRomans:Asin paſſing through 
ie Streets in London, 1 would not plod 
{Without winding my way, Or re- 
'to go on in a dire Line, turti- 
[over one out of the way, without 
the leaſt. place to them4z but 
ſe my” way to eſcape the Dirt fo fat 
TM. and tummy ſelf fo'as to 
: . A the ſt Os os to th ſelf, a 
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NDP 3 the Wortd —1 ould not? 
ſpiſe my way, wer Arias mdom,” 


at adventures z nor rudely checks 
3 " that I mectwith, 'or that and in 
E Prov, 1g. Way z but _ beed to my ways pon da 
16. the paths feet, that I may- ({ 

- Levit. 26. as | ban ) hep Iny ſelf wnſpotted of the 


20. world,and dof the pollutions of itz anc 4 
Ep I-may: (i. it be. poſſeble) live praceahlyſ 


We ;men-, giving none offence , py 
: e Jews: nor to the Gentiles, nor #08 
Ja PL Cloned af Gay neither . exaſperAl 
5 others, nor ;glivi os others occafign ; 
20, exaſperate my ſelf. Sharp Hamouts 
Rom. 12. compole the Soul, as well as the Bog 
38, and hinder the chriving thereof. The 
ON: 1: fore the Apoſtle prays for the The] 
I Theſ nians , That the Lord would make bem 
12, 13. increaſe and abound in loye one towa? 
nother,, and towards all men, 0 ihe end 
might, "eftabli their bearts, wiblan bl fy 
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tending much to the promoting 

of. Yet we cannot wholly av | 

iag of things that are diſable 14 "4 

& is an happy y work, if 7 
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have endeavoured to bring Water, :not 
Dj to. the Five 1 know-Water will 
aerakc i 64: Lime burn ,' but: 1 
falſhope F ſhall not _ with any ofichat © 
Temper, We ſhould"with' good-adviee w 
| th her We ſhould conſider: whether | g ner £9 2072 
we arc able to deal with thoſe _ 
erfiwe uidertake a War againſt,” Baz thy 
| We-think that we are- (0 we; x 
pallet, whether we have any, _ 
ſe to begin. a War.'-'There welt 
at” Preparations: againſt *the Two-- 
Fr fo win an' half on the other Ia q 
bt - ,. thexeſt of-the hos 
Mw 
Bree 


pirnet dry oh. gen ave account 
that the Two Tribes and an half gave 
d if - whar ticy bad done.” ay 
ready to undertake a Rel 

War or 'Difpute,'a inſt tlcir Brethren, 
*Z F'i 'were fubyerting the Chri-- 
eligion ,* or' undenmining the | 
dation thereof; but when: they 

"A 'fo examine matters, they-find 
= cauſe of ſuch heats or emo- 
if eo, Fg toſs, _ 
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the. private- Opinions, or at leaſt that” 
raſh . and 'unadviſed Expreffions .. 9 
fome particular /Perſons , which ' thi 
reſiof. thoſe that are ſuppoſed to b@ 
of their Party do diſown. This is-ve$ 
ry ordinary amongſt all ſorts of per 
ſons; and I know no ſort of. perſong 
that will vouch every thing which is 
ſpoken by all that rank .themſelyeg} - 
among them ; let every one bear thei 
own burthen, and let not others an 
ſwer any further for what they :ſay: 
than they have given their conlenl 
thereto. But ſometimes we may mil 
ftake Perſons, and impute ſuch thing} 
to them as they do not believe. Ma 
ny do not read mens own Works, bu 
judge of their Opinions by what. they 
__ in thoſe that write againſt them 
who often chuſe out ſuch paſſages a 
may give them moſt advantage againf 
them , 'or which they can moſt eafil 
anſwer, .or will repreſent them 4 
moſt blame-worthy to others ,..an 
jaſtify their rough treatment of ther 
Ic is-rare to find in Polemical We 
tings , ſuch Candour and Clearne 
as is obſerved in a late Writer , , Mr. £ 


Blanc, who in ſtating many of the Dil 
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, in _repreſenti 
th » { [7 wr ſome Pa ts i Ot that 
-"F he hath been ——_ in the account 


that he gives of the Doftrine of ' the 
Proteſtants; and yet both Papiſts and 
Proteſtants acquit from wronging 
them, in ſetting down their own Opi- 
3 nions. Now it is a great diſadvantage 
3% to any to have ſome Periods or Sen- 
«2 tences taken out of their Writings , 
. when we do not ſee on what occaſion 
"3 they write ſuch things, nor what they 
"= in oth laces, which may al- 
o7 I you harſh Expreſſions. 
4". Þ a Letter which was ſo writ- 
F ten, that if it were read at length 
3 every Line of it, did import one thing : 
$ but if it were fo folded or turned 
= Jown, as to hide the end of every Line, 
= it was of a quite different tenor -or 
w | Gignification. So a partial repreſenta- 
- tion of mens minds, may ſubje& them 
to great miſtakes or miſconſtrucions z 
yea, we may miſtake men many times, 
$ | tho we read, their Writings our ſelyes; 
we may fay of the moſt Learned Wri- 
{ters as is ſaid of the Egyptians, They ' 
Tra one 64 O00 they cannot ſex Inib 31. 
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whichimay their pres} - 
ſent turn; and{Yifown: it at another }: : 
tire, - when they ſee that it will riot '} 
well *agree' with ſome” other Opinion © 
which they would contirrm. This'is a } -.. 
weakneſs that 1 have'obferved in'fome } 
of 'the moſt Leavired men that T'have } -- 
read; ſpecially when they write much, | _ 
andforgeeat one time what they have | 
written at another; and"'it may. be, F . 
| have given/an Interpretation of Serip- } 
tute at one'tirne, when it might Cen 
an - Hypothefir , which” they an-. 

fwered themſglves on another wo | 
on, when forme other Point which the * Þ 
have been treating of ' would-not- bear I | 
their former Interpretariom'- There $ .. 
. , muſt "bo ar} allowance made: in fach F 
cales, for mens over-fights and infiv- ff ©, 
mites. * Sometimes inen do impiite to -. 
others the Conſequences of their:Api- 


nions, and ſo repreſent" thelr:Opinioris I - | 
25 very On ge korn * 
charge upon' perions what they: 9 
| y own, lt is'true indeed; that? 7 
from truth- follows nothing but: Gang 1 


/ but from ſome ſmall-Error;, dans 
LY cop ge ny hens iew.s 
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ied Goar ir. Babe. men Þ,--1 
to: expreſs. themſelves in Rhetorical 
"Strains, which muſt not be brought to 
a rigid Teſt or Examen. - It is. very na- 
tural to us to uſe boles, or Ex> 
-ceſſes. of Speech 3 yea , God- himſelf 

. frequently uſes them the ſerving to - 

- File our minds to ſome adequate con- - 
\ception -of thoſe thipgs which plain - 

';words''would not heighten them to, y 

*\$0 God: promiſes that he would mul- 2 
tiply-the ſeed of Abraham ,. as. the duſt of Gen. rs; I 

the earth,-.Qr as the ſand on the ſea Shore. 15. * 

'So he- lays; He will take-the .names of 22, 0 

2 Baaline ont of their month 5 and they ſhall 5 Hoſes >. 

no mire he remembred by their -name. 17, pw 

: Wheteas | Pay" doth: afterwards men- -; A 

[Tin this name; 2nd it is. impoſſible Rom. ri; 

that . it ſhould wholly depart out of4.. > 
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he would forbid all expreſſions of Ci- 
vility and Courteſy : but | he ſeems 
only * to warn them againſt long and 


tedious Compliments, and © Confer- | 


ences, which might retard them in 


Z their work which he fent them about 3 
a —— Prophet giving the like charge J 
1 to his Servant when he ſent him in ; 


Hot.” So where our Saviour bids "F Fe 
Diiples that 'they ſhould” ſalwe } 
no man by the way: it is not likely that} .- 


att 


| 


haſte: ſo in controverſial Writings # | 
there is ſomething of like -nature, F _ 
which we call «4 auTeia wYdaxns where- | 


by men (that they may make it ! 


ſeem that their Adverſaries depart ! 


far from the truth) run as far as. 
they can on the other ſide, or ſay 
more than in a ſtri& ſenſe can be ? 
admitted, Hence it is that ſome of F 
our firſt Reformers (the more to Þ 
exaggerate the opinfſjon of the Pa- # 
piſts of the neceſſity of good works) 
have .uſed ſuch harſh expreſſions-, Þ 
which are fo liable to juſt Exception; : 

as, that it is the firſt and: the laſt; the Þ 
worlt and moſt- damnable- Hereſy that 
ever was on Earth, To teach that ow | 


Works -are neceſſary to Salvanly 
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3 Which. indeed are very. compendious , 
» BM | and : 


Lutherans and Calvinifts about the Real - 
Preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament. . 


Yet about 160. years ago, when di- 


| vers. Learncd men of both Parties met 
to confer about. it, upon explaining .. 
their minds to each other in a calm . 
.and peaccable way, they were ſo fully 
agreed. and. ſatisfied, that they em- - 
F braced. cach other as Brethren, and fo 
3 parted. So that the differences among . 
Chriſtians are. not always from Error + 


of Judgment, but a Strife of. Words, 


through their unhappy expreſſing. 


themſelves, and miſtaking each others 
minds; 

There is another thing which I have 
obſeryed to be an occaſion of many dx- 
putes among us, and that is the uſe 
of Schook-terms, or terms. of Art , 
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as Abbreviations in Writing, (which were 
more uſed, as is ''moſt likely; before 


Printing,” when they were forced” to 


write all ) have' occaſioned many -cr- 
rors, and multiplied various readings: 


ſo Abbreviations in ſpeaking, have mul- } 
tiplied Controverſies, and more time 
hath beeu' ſpent about the meaning Jy 


fome terms of Art, or School-difſtin 


ons, than would 'have' been' neceſſaty 7 
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to have expreſſed the fame thing in F 


many more words. Therefore it 1s-; 


- rightly obſerved by the Lord Verwlans, Þ - 

and other Learned men, that the Vo-Þ 

James of the Schoolmen 'are greater # 

"much than the firſt writings of the Fa- 
' thers, from whence the Maſter of the Þ® 

' Sentences made his firſt ColleRion. $- 


' For” while they purpoſe to abridge, 


they. give cauſe, to dilate. For. the 
ſum or abridgment by contraQtion 
becomes obſcure ,' - the obſcurity. res 


"quries Expoſition ,” and' the Expoſiti- : 


' on is deduced into large Commien= 
ies, whit _ 
_ taries, -whilch- grow to' be more 'va 
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oh orig PagatyecY 
$3. Writings, fi "that a great : 

# : Jpart 3 is taken vp about Fife _ 

id Jof words, and many of their queſti- * : 3 

7} ons about ſecond notions , or fitting + 2 

{ School. terms to matters of Religi- 

on. Hence it is that Philoſophy is 

| made v ſuch a neceffary Haridmaid to 

Ss: {| Divinity; as of old they would ſome- 

i|- F times appeal to the Heathen Philoſp- 

ne #F phers in their Theological' Diſputa- 

# tions, becauſe their queſtions were 

= F about ſuch terms as had been brought. 

ty $ out of their: Schools [into Divinity. 

in F And hereby they do (in a manner) 

is # keep the ordinary fort of Chriſtians 

”, $ in ignorance of many things, by in- 

o- # volving them in School-terms : as 

er # others do by locking them up in an 

a- F ' unknown Tongue ; cven. thoſe Lear- 

ned men from whoſe Writings (as.I 

> have obſerved ) the Sentences (which- 

are the Text on which the School- 

men Comment) were firſt ColleQded, * 

|. wonld be as much. put to it to un- 
JF  derltand their Writings, as they 

i-$ _ would be to underſtand the Lan- 

= * . guage now ſpoken in Taly, after it 

= hach ſuffered ' ſach changes throogh 
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Invaſions . of ſeveral Nations. here|ful 
are many things made unintelligible}ha! 
to ordinary perſons, which if diveſied} © 
of thoſe terms of Art wherewith| 3 
they are diſguiſed, and cloathed in} 
our ordinary - Language, would -be{ ic 
plain to all. Every one kriows what] 18 
it is to caſe Pain, to expel Wind, to 
cauſe Sleep, to provoke Sweat z. but 
they know not what is- Anodyne,.. or: 
Narcotick, 5 what is Carminative, Hypno-' 
tick, Diapboretick Thoſe that well? 
underſtand what is Red, or Blue, or: 
Black,. or Green, do not know the: 
meaning of Gules, or. Azure, or Sa-/ 
ble, or Vert. So in Religion, many 
things that are plain, are made ob- 
ſcure by the terms that ' they are: 
expreſſed in. But if we ſee plainly ! 
that perſons are in an error, let us i 
not cxaggerate or aggravate their 
fault, as they do the Crimes. of Ma-.: 
lefators in drawing up their Indict- * 
ments :. as if every thing that: they + 
are charged with, were done Felo- : 
niouſly, Traiterouſly, Maliciouſly, of 
Set- purpoſe, out of a wicked inten- 
tion; we ſhould be cautious of char-*. 
ging every one with rebclling poſes 
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here ſaffici "to: * Srnrhics = We can 
ible hardly”. imagine what | influence the 
ed} courſe of mens ſiudics, the com 

ith} that they converſe with, their prejudi- 
in| ces, and intereſt, have upon their judg- 


s the words of the righteow. It 3 
| 1s R—_ to blind the eyes, than to | 
1 pervert the Will, or ſway the Af. * 


| ments. Who | knows. the power of 
ef Intercſt ? A gift blinds the wiſe, and Exod. 23; R 


IM 3.00. 


Prov. 18, 


no- 4 feRions, But it firſt commends a 
ell$ man to the favour of another, and 
or | then it | determines his mind to the 
he | ftady or conſideration. of ſuch things 
2-4 as do (unawares) beguile him into a 
iy 4 good opinion of his Cauſe, io as he 
»- | rronounces ſentence in fayour of 
e 4 him. So Intereſt ſways mcns ſtudies, 
y | and chuſes their . company, and thefe 
s } inſcoſibly determine their judgments. ' 
rc Again, it ſhould not ſeem firange to 
: Þ us if we do not ſee all men riſe up 
"'J to ſome Learned men, which we 


think. have ſo_ clearly demonſtrated 
things, that nothing can. be further 
objected- againſt them . nor any fur- 
- ther doubt made of them. For there 
are many that. are-not ealily deter- 
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"moſt what: they pleaſe. ' As one that! 


"related it ' to me) that | he could? | 


«Metaphyſickr, to prove a nag 6 and * 


incline us” to more mutual forbear- Þ 


"(as 'one faid ) will -not be Hereticks 5: 
A "We" is, will not perkilt in weens Cx} 


—_ and- ry rag Coli. 
'ealily” beguiic their| judgments):to 
lay what: they can, and” can fay:a 


had: made a' Learned Diſcourſe. abox 
' the Trinity «< for which he was much} 
commended and admired) - ſaid, by 
had much confirmed and advanced F 
the truth of Chri6';. bur if he were $' 
minded” to deal croſly, he' knew how £* 
with fironger Reaſons and Argue 
ments to confate the ſame. And' a 
very / Learned man (known to nnny 
that are yet liying ) told one (who 


write. a Book as big as. Swarez his: 


then write” another as big to re-F 
fute it. Theſe things conſidered, would : | 


ance, and' Charity. Many. that we 
look upon as error.cous (if we did 
rightly” underſtand them ) might (pcr- WM» 
haps) be found tobe of our mind, WF 
and to think- the /ſame things with- 
our ſelves. Others that do err, yet: 
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heir "_ F ; not ſo. eaſy a watter- as ; 
T ale to be 3 a5 Auguſtin Gaid 
| to. "the Manichees, "They rage againſt 
"Ms, - that kow not with bqw great la- 
_— af four the mo is found ont, and with 
at difficulty errors are avoided. 

x} God Cath De EL things in | his _ 
word clear aid plain wherein moſt 

te ' Chriſtians do conſent-: but other 
re Þ things for the exerciſe .of our dili- 
w; gence, and mutual forbearance , in 
| this Rate. of ImperfeRion wherein Sa 

| fee but in part. | 
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CHAP. L 


| #4 HE Introdudtion and Expli 
8 cation of the words. 


CHAP. II. 


What *tis to believe its God and 

| Chriſt; why we are to believe in 

Chriſt as well as in God. That 

\." Faith is the moſt EffetFual Re- 
medy againſt Troubles, becauſe 
"tis the means of obteining Par- 
don. | 


CHAP. Il. 
What pardon of ſin is ; How "tis 
" obtained by Faith, Reaſons why 
Juſtification and Saluation are 
ſuſpended on believing. The bene- 


3 . #t of pardon of fin. 1 
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What Aſſurance we have of pardon 
of fin by Faith ; - how far Faith 
is attended with Aſſurance, and 


hom.-it .mgy be ſometimes without 


. #t. . How Afſuraxc ts loſt. Obs 
jefions againſt getting and main- 
tainingiit by marks, anſwer d. 
Why {0 rare, a thing. now, . Not 


eaſy taghe had, nor impoſſible. . Of Þ 


the Immediate Teſtimozy of "the 
Spirit: ' The Spirits witneſſing 
with, or to our {pirits, what.? Of 
the ſealing ana tarneſt, of the 
4 2" BS 
CHAP: Y. 
General Obſervations to help men in 
the trial of their ſpiritual State. 
Harder for ſome to know it, than 
for others. Men may at ſome times 
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Faith, an Effettual Remedy againſt 
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Promiſes, How. ye have it by 
Faith, 7 
Faith, 'an Effettual Remedy. againſ? 
Troubles ; becauſe it gives "us 4 
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of God effettual ; yet ſomething | 
is neceſſary, and what is ſo. 
Whether Preparations are in our 
\ awr own power ? What God doth 
| towards Converſion. Of being 
; rightly and ſufficiently, and 
/ long enough humbled. 
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e his Death ; For ſorrow had _ 
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cludes , his. Diſcourſe ta his Diſci 
with thr fame in effec; cel 


they might have Peace in him ,*'tho 
they had Tribulation in the Worl4. And 
as he there warns them that they 
ſhould have Trouble in the World ; fo 
in the cloſe of the Chapter, before theſe 
words that I have recited., he. fores, 
warns them of what hould” happen co. 
cher; yet here charge | cc 
ſtivald not ler their hearts be tr 

So that we may hence Aikeve, 
Chriſt would not have his People, tc 
much lay eo hearc. the Troubles ari 
NN neny, that Bun meet wich þ 


his Grief” War alWwagel; when = 
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Or as Learned + 
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| plicth'of old wy to do 
| AdbiſÞ vifiont , and canſes 7 roomy Lam.2. 
1 Eoin they bare ſlightly , : 

| pead# , when there war pt: [one 8. rr. 
Phyficiaris of no value, that give Ano- 
dines to allay Pain, but do not take 
| away the Cauſe of it, or make their 
| Patients believe the'worft is over, and 
- |rhat their Diſeaſe is declining , before 
-{it'be come' to its ſtate 3 but he gives | 
Fa Hm mms » ſuch as ops _ 616 | 
- Iebe lips e that are fo z Cant. 7.9- 
T4 ack as KA ſupport the Le to me | > 
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[worſt that can ob Bo Chrift. doth: - 4 
in-the Scriptures -deal faithfully” with . = 
us, not flattering us into vain hopes of 
{Peace and Proſperity ; but ſuppoſing 
y Ithe utmoſt that may befal = provides 
, Iſufficiently againſt it. As when the 
n {Apoſtle would comfort the Romany a- Rom. 8." 
=; Jeainſt AMiRions, he grants the worſt, 36, 37. 
Fong them how it had been with 
' men tn former times ( and” fo 
ohiat [they muſt look for) That for Gods 3 
x they bad been killed all the day long , 4 
appointed as ſheep to the ſlaughter ff 4 
Tod'y the they were not only Co nerors, 
th " v move or waguin 4 in Ln al thftrbings, - 
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Phil. 4. through -bim that loved then, that By} 
.We,are- 


\ 23- - through Chriſt ſtrengthening ybem. | 
I . Conquerors when we get the. Vidoxy-: 
- ſo far,- as not to be foiled by Tempta»-/ 
tions.. As Szlpitins Severus, an' Ancient: ; 
' HiGorian, faith, 4d Annum 303. We 
never overcame with greater Triumph, than. 
when we . could not be overcome with Ten 
Tears Slaughter , which was the Jaſt, of. 
the Ten .Primitive. Perſecutions under: 
Dyclefian. - But we are more than Con=;. 
querors, when we rejoyce in our-Suf+: 
Ads 5.41. terings z When our Sufferings enhance: 
| "-"7, our future Happineſs 3 working for us.4- 
' 2 Cor. 4. far more exceeding and eternal weight of |} 
2.9. z and turn. to the fartherance of Þ 
- Phil. r. the Goſpel: This is to lead captivity 
E 12- captive. Now our Saviour doth fore- / 
 Plalm68. mn them of ſeveral things which 
ſcem to be juſt cauſe of trouble , yet he * 
I would not have them let their hearts; 8 
| John 15. be troubled. - He had choſen them out: Fa 
E 19. of the World, and thereby cxpoſcd Þ 7 
them to the hatred of the World, Now, ! 
while he was with them, he was (as] 
is ſaid of. Fob) continually (trengtheningF a, 
b them by his Words, feeding them by: 
*. of Miracles when there was occafion z 0! 
» that they lacked nothing while. he was! 
Make22, with them. . The ews would ſome-$ 
35. times aſſault him with captious Queſti-J 
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%] they came” to-rake him,” they-wenit” a 4: 

7 way, and nonedurſt Loy hand: on him.” But 3999 7: 
I” |] whien he: was- gone, they were left & *F 

— { lone, and hadnone to ftand by them 

a yea, ; they  thoughe - thejr: Hopes were 


gone, and they were difappointed-in < '** © 

7 | them. Beſides, it cou!d' not but be a Luke 24- : 

-| great. trouble to' them, that their Ma- *** + +} 

| fter ſhould be injuriouſly-and:ſhameful- --- ' :-? 

Y"'1 ly intreated ,, when it was fo great a | 

| Provocation''to them ,. to: ſee him 'ſo 

*©1] flighted by the Samaritans z and ther, Luke g. ' 

#4 that: one of them ſhould: betray him, 5+ 

of '} the; reſt forſake him, and' Peter himſelf 

of deny him.. . Judas was. one of their So- 

1y'] ciety, and they ſuſpc&ed him as little 

C- 1] as: they did /themſclycs ; and tho he 

were aiSon- of Perdition, they mighs 

{ be grieved for him, as Same! was for 3 

5] Sul. And beſides, when they ſaw 1 Sam. ry. 

- Fudas betray him, and Peter deny him, 35: 

© | they might not know- what they ſhould 
| do themſelves: It was time for them _ 

454 that ftood, to take beed left they ſhonld fall, 124" © © 

'S4 And that. which would further aggra- 

”” 'vate their trouble, was, that they look- 
I cd for a Temporal Kingdom -here on 

457 Earth, and could not endure to think 

Br of -the Croſs ; and would have had. 0 
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a Pet2.,8, Lox, That he vexed bis 


. Chriſt 


all this. it may f omen hand thes _ 
ſhould laythis Gliarge upon them, that | 


they ſhould not let their heavts be trou- | 
bled. They might think © that they | 


ought to be troubled for theſe thingsz 
yea , that they could wat but be troubled 


| Heb, 14. for chew, For we ſhould nw deſpiſe the 


chaſtening of the Lord, as we ſhould act 


. faint whin we are rebuked of hin 3\ We 
42. ſhould take heed of both <xtreams. It 


was the Sin of the Jews, that a—_ 

God ſmote them , ehey were not 

and that they did not lay his Ji 

to heaxt: We ought to bamble our ſelves | 

wader bis mighty band : And we find that 
Chr hf wa troubled #0: hae 


—_ to all this I anſwer, That we 
ſhould not ſuffer our ſclves to be tran- 
ſported by any Paſſion, neither ſhould 
Sorrow too much affe& our hearts ; but 
as it is aid of Chiift in'the'place now 
mentioned, | He troubled bimſelf, (So it 
is in' the Margent , according to the 

we ſhould in our Paſſions be note 
only Paſſive, but Active, ruling oxr own 


| Prov. 16. (owe, letting ther out only fo far as 
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- ſorrow/fo he Aoilet Corptatohs-t 
chein iſwerable-therets3 ay He Both 
E : ordinarily proportion the” Confolations 

2 Cor. 1.  6f hisPeople, to theit Tribafationis:” He 

' 5. : * doth Indeed in thiadd*the following, 
| 175 ' 2Ohapters) propodii® pittticulay- Renie- 
© 34ies ain choſ@ſevira Thoiblts which 

'he hid 'werned then: agdinſt': Bat the 

great” Catboteoi” of General Retely 

K - whith he recorhrnends 't6/ them; 

C01 4012 © Faith God, "add in ces Chriſt. - i 
| > believe in God , belief alfo 'in'me: which 
wwords' are - me only an oppolite 'Com- | 
.miand 'to-what' he *watns them againſt 
:(ab'rhat vf'Chriſt to Theomay," Johti 20, 
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ides) a Mfhcient Remedy 'n- 
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27, be not faithleſr, but believing 74 bur 4 


' alſo a means to prevent "Trouble of 
I Mind. LETS > RAC 
1 Some queſtion how theſe words 
{ ſhould be read, becauſe the Greek word 
is the fame in both places, and may be 
taken cither indicatively (as they ſpeak): 
or imperatively ;: that is, either decla-. 
ring what they already did , or requir- 
ing what they ſhould do. So that ſome 
read them, Te believe in God, ye believe 
elſe in me. Therefore they ſhould not * 
{ let their hearts be troubled, as indeed | 
they had profeſſed their Faith not only Matth.1 ©: - 
in God, but in Jeſus Chriſt, , 16, ; 
Others again read them both as a 
Command to believe in God, and to 
believe in Chriſt ; becauſe they think 
it is not likely that he ſhould commend 
them for their Faith, or acknowledg 
that they did believe, when he blames 
them (o oft for their unbelicf, as Matth; 
0. 30. and 14. 31. Mark 2. 40. But 
when there is Faith, and that coa good 
degree, it may fail for a thre wot 
Temptation, as Abraham did ( tho he 
was the Father-of the Faithful) both ? 
in Exypt, and in Gerar. . Gen.*r2... 
Some read it, Believe in God, and ye 13: E 
believe in me as Chrilt tells them , He _ 00-2 
that bad ſeen him, bad ſeen the Father: John 9. © 
becauſe he was the expreſs Image of Heb, g.'1] 
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John 10. coſe be and the Father were one. 


expreſs our Saviour's meaning. They 
did not queſtion God's Being or Vera- 
city, but-they were required further 
; upon pain. of Damnation #0. believe on 
©. John8.24. Chrifft, And he ſaw what was like to 
| befal him, would ſhake their Faith, as 
indeed it did, and they were ready to 
| John 16. give up their Hopes, So he may here 
F. 32. preſs them ſtill to believe, or to conti- 
| Tuke24.. nue ſo todos As the Apoſile faith, Theſe 
eT- things bave T written to yore, that believe on 


now that ye have eternal life ,, and: that ye 
nay believe on the name of #be - Son of God; 
that is, may continue ſiill ſo to do. 
What is objeQed againſi this Inter- 
pretation of the Words, is not conhider- 


Ame word ſhould be taken in two ſeve- 
ral Senſes in one Verſe, There is no- 
thing more ordinary than to have the 
ſame words in different Moods in-the 
ſame Verſe (which is the caſc here) as 
Ezek. 3.27. He that bears, let him bear ; 


his Perſon. So, he that did believe in | 
the Father, did believe alſo in him, be- * 


1 30. But I think our Tranſlation doth beſt 


Al Dw my e ww. 1 


p 2Joun 5. the name of the Son of God , that ye may | 


able, viz. That it is not likely that the 7 


end he tbat forbears, let bim forbear.. So] 


l E's Matth. 19. 12. He that is able to receive 


i, Jet him receive it. But ic is more to © 
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'flators Of the Bible in the' Margent of 15. 9. * 


{ ies moſt proper figuitication ) is to'aſ- 20. 4 
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the' ſame placc,- which' yet the nature of 
the thing, or the-matrer im hand* dock 
ſometime neceſſatily require, a8 Joby 
23, 24. many believed'in his-name; but -- 1-7 7 
eſus commined not himſelf to' them, or al 


durſt not traſt ther. * 


* 
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CHAP. IE 

J Willnow proceed to ſhew:' 1. What 
it is to believe in God and Chrift.. 
3. Why it is here required that we 
ſhould ſnor only believe in God; bur-in- 

Jeſus Chriſt. 3. What an effequa]Re- 
medy this is againſt Trouble of Mind: 

Firſt, To believe iz God, or o# Gi 
and Chriſt (for both: theſe Exmeſti 
are frequently ufed ' in IE New 
 Tejtament , as -any one in reading 
may eafily obſerve ). is fo to believe 
God, or Chriſt, as to truſt in him};-to 4 
rely on him, - to flay onr ſelves on beim, to 16.26. 4 
x07 our ſelves on him, as Dr. Hammond Phil.2.'9, | 
expreſſes it in his Practical Oatcchiſtn, 24: ; 


Lib. >. Se. 3. and before him our Trin- 7,Ch70n- Þ 


Pfal. 22.9, To believe, we know (in IG; \ 


deals with hit as ib he-were fo. Where- 


. we may obſerve, that there are Words 


x other. word in them. As-where it is (4id 


z:Sam.13. ( youſee in the Margent ) the H bres 


;IiRerpretation, os 
as 0n-.the :contraty; be that doth believe 
bim , or receive bis Teflimony , ſets #0 his 
Seal (that is, owns and acknowledges) 


that be-45-2rwe,- But this is ſuch a Faith 


as wicked men may have, and not that 
fving Faith which the Scripture ſo 
often ſpeaks of ; but that is a fiducial 
-xeſting- upon him, for the acfompliſh- 
ment: of what he hath promiſed in the 
way, and' upon-the terms whereon he 
hath promiſed it, and. no. otherwiſe. 
For . that would be' an unwarrantable 
preſumption, not properly a believing 
in:him , he having not promiſed ſuch 
thlhg&on any other terms. 


F for the further clearing of this 


-not_only in Scripture, but in Heathe 
Authors - ( many Inftances of. which [1 
could: give you) which they.call pregnant 
words, which include or compriſe ſome 


all the. People trembled after Sel, a 


word ſignifies, which our Tranſlator 


\well render, They fullowed bim trembling] 
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7 helped him. So to wonder after the Beaſt; I 
8 | #5 tofollow bim 


"dl bow the. prepoſations both in. 


nijeb: That is, following after Adonijeb, 1King 1-7. + 
wondering. © SO God beard Rev. 13-3: ©: 
Darid from the horns of .the' Unicorns: + : 
Which doth not imply, that God was 
there when he heard him, as he is ſaid, 
to hear from Heavenhisdwelling-place 3 
but to hear him ſo as ſave him from 
the danger wherein he was z which is 
ſet forth by that Metaphor,as in the fore- 
going words by the Lions Mouth. - As Pal. 22: 
Chriſt was heard from bis Fear, or that 27- } 
- which he was afraid of. Neither do we Heb» 5-7+ } 
nced to render it as it is in the Margent, - 
for his piety: For the word doth not on- 
ly ſignify a religious Awe, or fear of 
Reverence, but a fear of danger, as is 
evident from 4s 23. 10, In like man- 
ner, God loved. the Sul of Hezekiab from 
the Pit of —_—_—_— That is, as our 
Tranſlators render. it, in love to bis Soul, 
delivered it from the Pit of Corruption. So © © 
fo A; ap from wickedneſs, as the Greek 1G, 38. * 
words imply, is ſo torepent of it, as to 19. 
tyrn from it, or depart from it 3 and to Afts 8:42: 
be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in n 
Chrift, is to be corrupted {o as to depart 4i 
from it. | 2 Cor. x 
I know ſome Learned men, obſerving 3 | 
the He» 
brew 
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Juke and Greek aze > nl ork | ſou 
perfluous ; that is, ſignify nothing 
many -places : They conclude, 
Eo iedag: or Chrik, fi Ps. d ( 
A '  morebuttobelieve them. I an wer, that Þ 6.4 
IJ tho' we muſt ſuppoſe improprieties of | ,, ; 
ſpeech, defeRts, or redundancies where | \,. 
the natureof t hing in hand doth ne- | 1. 
ceflarily req yct there is no rea- ryi 
fon why we ſhould ſo do, when. the | ; 

matter in hand doth not require it, but | p, 
rather that we ſhould take in ſuch words, | ., 
or make uſe of them. 

I n is _ to be obſerred.har ſome 
words ſignify a complex act made up of 
many particular aQs. For example, to Fa 
Nurſe a Child, tho? it tignify in the | 
firiteſt ſenſe to nouriſh or - feed it, by 
giving it meat or milk: yetin the larger } ; 
and moſt ordinary fenſc itis to take care | 
of i it, in all that is neceſſary to be done 
toit. So a Shepherd in moſt languages 
hath his name from feeding his Flock; | 
but there is more belongs to it, than P 
* giving them Food, or le: ding #hem imo by 

| pe. 23. green Poſture, Or if we underſiand 
thereby Spiritual Paſtoxs that are to . A 
1 Fer 5. feed the Flock of Go4, This ſignifies- 
b, © nct only feeding them with theDodr: ac 
y . ef theward, as 1 Civ 3.2, And as ſome 
, L, uaderftand _— with — 1 
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fie. and underſtanding, not of the manner, 4 
, > Tbut the matter of feeding 3 but ft 'com- Jer. 3.15, 
prehends the whole duty of a Shepherd, : 
Senghcning the diſcaſed, healing the ' 
fick, binding up that which is broken z 
biinging again that which is driven a- 
ways fecking that which is loſt ; Ga- x, 26M 
thering the Lambs with his arms, car- ,, - 
rying them in this boſom, gently lead- 
= ing thoſe that are with young. So tho | 

Faith C in its moſt ſtrict and proper Ifa.4o. 12. : 
*> | ſenſe } be an Aſſens to the Truth, yet it \- 


Si? 288.5 


E 104 amnga Cngs Fwy in 5 9-8 
we ſpeak of a juliitying or favin 
f | Faith. £ , 
y I "may further add, That-there ares , 

- | fome words in Scripture which are not = 
/ | tobe underfiood their in firit and pre- © 
" | ciſe Senſe, but preTuppoling fome other 
things, and comprehending ſuch things 

as ſhould ox may be” preſumed to ac- 
company or follow them. For exam- 

4 ple, Juſtification is ſometimes aſcribed 
to the knowledge of Chriſt, as it is faid, 

by bis knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant 
Juſtify many; and therefore' doth the 
Apoſtle ſo magnify the knowledge of 
him, Phil 3. 8: accounting all things but 1 
loſs for the excellency thereof : But it is I -Y 
{ nota bare knowledge of him that is of ſuch 77 ** | 
4 valuc and cxcellency, but of his _ / 
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_ and Office, what he is, and for what he Fe 
-was (ent into the World ; which doth'F1 
ſuppoſe what our own eſtate is, and ot 77 
what uſe he is to usz; and ſuch a know- 
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me | 
ledge of him as puts usupon making FX” 
uſe of him for the end for which he was ÞX® 
given to mankind, and came into the 
World ; then do we truly know him 3 Þ-:. 
; as we know that we know God when JF 
” 1 Joh.2.3. we keep his commands. Otherwiſe we KT” 
Tir. 1.26. do but profeſs to know him, when in ! 48 
works we deny him, When Foſiab judg- PV 
ed the cauſe of the poor and the needy, Gig 
and did Judgment and Jultice, this was Þ-; 
| Jer. 22. 0 know God, Thus Salvation ſome- F;# 
A 15416. times ſeems to be ſulpended up) Our Ta 
| Joh. 20. believing that Jcſus is the Chrilt, the Þ2. 
* 3% —Sonof God. But thisfaith will not ſave, |$ 
1 4; nay if it go no further: For the Devils be- Þ 
BE Mark '"” lieve this, as rvell as that there is but FER 
=*Y one God, But as there muſt. be ſach a Þ.__- 
knowledge of him ſuppoſed, as I have Þþ 
before ſpoken of ; ſo it muſt. be {ach a Þ, 
; belicf as-brings us to him, or-makes, us Þ ey 
I Joh. 6. come to him, as having both righteouſ- & 
E 35, 37- nfs and firength in him. This is belieu-. = 
|” Ha. 45.24. f1S 91h all ihe heart, when we do glad» No 
ly and. willingly apply ous (elves to him} 6 
| for Grace- and Salvation. For thus. to h 
' Heb.11.6. ſock to.God, orto Chriſt, is to come to! thi 
E of him; , That which is called coming to 7 


re Jefu | tas 1" Ho pt of _ G 
it Saviour, ſabiit'our flves * | 
| af 2nd-inethod of Salvation 3 
ng with' Pant, Lord what wilt 'thox 
4?* Sg our Faich' muſt work Afs9. 6. 
ve, hisretdinieſsand/ 'willmgneſs- to Gal. 5. 6. 
the price of his 'own -Blodd, FI 6 
fe Xe usJove him who'toved: us ,;| 
eas. will conſtraite us, while _ 
« for ms when we'were 
” Few 1% LG more tive* to. ourſelves 
bit is bim yhet died for w, ond w CO 0a tg. $7: 
'T -wilt'etideavour to make this dnore 2g] 
plain by © Gimilitude,”' There may -be | 
ſome Phyficiarr in the Country, ' whom $8 
we may reckon- out ſelves happy that 
['we ever knew of heard of: The' there - 
Jare' many that know of ſach a perſon, 
arid perhaps live near himy yet do not 
F' regard "him, \becauſe- he is nothing to 
them, while they find themſelves well 
and ſceno need of him. But we were 
fick” of a'-dangerous'diſeaſe, which we 
ol never heard/that any were cured of, till 
YL this yin came amongſt us, but 
F hearing 
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_ ſuch a we. and, a en | 
ourſelves, and:{o good duccels; that we 
reſolve to Rick to him, and fol} 

| directions, looking for. perfe | 
time from hbim. This: is our « 

ſas Chriſt's come . into: the, 
Gveſfianersz many know. this, Tw's 
never the better for it, becauſe they ac 
finding themſelves fick, think they _- 
.not the Phyſician, and- {o:never. apply 
. themſelves tohim. Buc we knowing 
the ' miſerable condition whexrtin - ve. 
were, think our ſelves happy that, ever 
we heard tidings of him ; for bow. ſhould: 
we believe 'on bim of whom \we beve- not? 
beard? But we looked upon it- as yorthy | 
of all acccptation, Thet Chrift- epave but the 
World v0 ſave finners. Hexeupon we ap-} 
. Plied our ſelves to, him, tho*-we had? 
neither price nor preſent to tind-accep-! 
tance with him z yet did we not ſeek 
his favour , that we _—_— continue in | 
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puta 05; rarer  - x 
we ſee that+ Faith, -or Mar. 1.21, © 
* Naving i& whereby we zre juſtified AQs, 3-26. * 
ror = Fate phages a 'baze notional 
buf konowledge, nor a barren dead Faith, but -: - © +? 
for ſuch a'belicf of the Goſpel, as doth fup- 
ol poſe our miſerable cfiate by. nature, a> 
God -us to Jeſus. Chrift as our only © 
i in] Saviour, not only far pardon of fin, fo 
wel as we may avoid the wth to 'come';, 
His] but for cntirc and compleat Salvation, 
in} ſo. as iniquity - may not have dominion : 
2-| over us: but that we may be freed from Rem. 6. 
Fo] the bondage: of it, and fo redremed '+ 
f] God, eat of edwwkg. I hal have 
It of [2 vo 96.2 10-5 
d occafion to add: ſomething- afterwards T9654 
F which may more fully ctear' up this 
# point, and ſo ſhall at preſent proceed to 
$ the ſecond thing: which | propognded 
J to ſpeak of, viz. - 
Why we are'to believe in Chr as 
well as in God, 
$ "Firſt, [f we conſider Chriſt 25:God, of 
the ſame Efſence with the Father;ſo- we-. 4 
are tohonour the Son as we honour the 7,1, . 3 4 
'Father'; for ſo he and the Father are Joh. 16 
one. But if we conſider him as Media- 30. | 
| for, (0: we are'to believe in him as the 3 
| ametion objea of our Faith, and by - 4 4 
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him 
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E - 23. 
Joh. 17.3. 
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Heb.7. 25. 


Afs 12.” rod ; So.if we would have Peace- with 
God, we-muſt have acceſs tohim by Jesj 
ſus Chriſt, -it.[is he that muſt. bring us: 
to God.. | We mult firſt by Faith come} 
to. Chriſt, and'he mult introduce.us toþ 
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Rom. g. 2. 
 Eph2.18; 
1 Pet. 3. 
18 


1. 6. 


E 19. 


b Att 179. 


23. 


$, 
0) / 
4 
v 
"2M F 
WY 


ledge of Chriſt -maſt be! ſaperid 
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be joined with our:Faith in God: © V 
muſt'come to God: by him: >None can 


come t6: the ' Son” but! by: the Father], 
Joh 6.44. that is, by his grace drawing them, 'Butſp;. 
Joh. 14. 6. none:can come to the Father but by the]; hi 


Son. Thatis they muſt. have .acceſs to{,, a) 
thir 


the Father through his mediation. - Ag 
the | Zyrians made 'Blaſtxr their Friend 
when they came- to deſire Peace of He- 


God, that we may findacceptance with 


him.- The Jews. were ſo terrified at the 


o 
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giving of the Law, that chey were afraid J.. 


of having to do any more.imimediately 
with God, and therefore deſired that Þ 
Moſes might come betwixt God and} 
them. © Now as | the | Athenians had ian | 
obſcure notion of an unknown God, 
' but. the Apoſile declared to them bim j 
whom they ignotantly worſhipped 3 ſo here} 
the Fews had ſome ConvigRion of the! 


necetſity of a Mediator, and they pitch-. 


ed on: Moſes as the fitteſt perſon _ it}. 
| | that; 


hs _ - & EM £ 2" | 
It tat they con A chink NFL neGall 2; 3.6 IF MY 
* =4poke / mm; of : their deſire, : 
ouniſee bon a Mediator ( which'Deur. 18. 
could never have; chought. of) chat: Epbef Ch. 
s- fit fos that Office, dbing for them a+ > , 
hte they could ack, or think. As God: 
Woh doth: may times in anſwering the | 
Prayers, of his people, grant the, thing: 
they deſire, but not in: ſuch a 
way, .or by ſuch means as they might 
Fhink of, but by ſome more proper way 
Jor means which his wiſdom finds our. 
But further; before the Incarnation of 
arilt;- they were to believe in: the 
"ob Lfrab to come 3 but now that he. was 
*$come, and had given ſufficient proof 


"Ithat he was the promiſed Meſfiab, by do- 

|| _— works which never any man 
þ. (id, they were to determine their Faith 5,4, ,,, 
x Jon \ him i in particular, or dye in their 22. 


- Jins, Joh. 8. 24. 


| But he doth likewiſe preſs this upon 
them, becauſe he foreſaw what diſcou- 
-- 'Pagements they were like to meet with, 
fand how likely their Faith was to be 
- *Iſhaken in this particular. 4 crucified , Cor. x. 
ICbrift was a ſtumbling-block, to the Jews, 23. 
. #14 10 the Greeks fooliſhneſs, The Jews 
_ "Mhought that the Mejiab when he came, 
.. ould abide for every therefore his Dif- John 12. _ -;: 
7 Liples when they ſaw his Death, gave up. 34- 
VOOR INI theix 
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” Luke 24. their hopes; And the Gretky'loc ed ap- 
20, on:it.as an:abfurd ridicutous thing, ©” 
;  bilieve in-a Crucified: Perfon,' ant wor- Job 
ipone as God'thar died the moſt lnfd- Ul 
mous death of men. Therefore: it: wes'Þ*4 
ricedful ro:caution them againtt fuch'a*ÞÞ©, 
Tempeation, by: encouraging them ijt-Juo! 
to: believe: on him, tho*' he did leave * A 
them, and by ſuch an-infamous-Death 3 ] * 
And: doth after his ReſurreQion- up- Þ** ! 
braid them for their folly in being ſo'Þ'P2 
ſlow-ef. heart to believe, becauſe” this'ÞÞ*! 
was but according to what-the-Seripture ef 
had foretold, thathe mult ſuffer before}! 
* Luke 24. he entred/into his glory. The Scripture'F 
£26. was to be-fulfilled in ſome thing which" 
did:not ſeem in themſelves fo neceſſary, Þ*. 
: as the parting: of Chriſt's Raiment and 'Þ 
| Joh. 19 not breaking his 'bones: But 'But' as we ? 
4135" ſpeak of ſome things that are neceſſary, 
not only by vertue of a Command; or-J8"* 
becauſc they are required, but asa mean F< 
in. order to an end; So the'Seripture JP"! 
was: to be fulfilled in this, not- only to'F* 
ſave its veracity, or that it might nots 
F w _— z butin order Menu 
b--.35- of: his. people to glory, For a! 
Þ Heb. 2.1% atinued alone, if hehad-nor died undiPS 
E Joh. 12. been L 1ried;. and would not have: had'Fot 
b 4. ſuch. a. numerous: ſeed. As a Grain 'or'F* 
; Wheac if it die in the earth, thatis, cor-Þ<] 


mo 2» 


vis 


35M [DICED 


oe oc al feming” low 


—_= we ate ready &< be troubled 
- fat many things which if well conſidered 
nay rather, encourage: our hopes, The 
Þ&ct which" we have of -our own vile- 
re Þcfs and unworthinefs, and'the conflict 

wth we ORE Gott pn 


| if i 
arp Aran 6 Ne Chin: Wine Where- 


t « the. former, ſhould. (as "the Law)be 
/Þ | ur School-maſter to brin ys to Chriſt, 
CEneT Four Sin W _—_— ow 
Te have of pardon, We may. p * "Rh 
4 z atne(s of our Sin, as an argument for 0. _ 
Th< pardon of ir, and'the pardottof great 
+ Binriers will beſt anſwer God's cnd' in 
Fthe Pre of Sin, Therefore this is EpheC. s. 
Fe beſt qualification to firus for Chriſt, 7. . 
F»hich is not co make him willing 'to 1 
Wccept of us, but to make us willing to.. # i: 
þPccept of him z He-muſt not find us new 3 
| pnas Ting pp fuch. * And'the 
of con we in us (as it may 
c);1s an erin that thereis in us tp eheL 3 


Principle 
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in its 

bed are vor. all Fanh of ; 

, eſt, Za kh deg ee a 
alt bh. he there 

the DI Mikacles; Or.of 6 Nc c)koy 

ledge as he avs qreats of 

ner. we are t9 underſand? F "Witham 

So by ble, wg axe not .ovly_ kept 


w PH Peace, .þut rejo oyce wo i fy. w. 
kable and full 'of glory. - | 


WL. 22d Peace, -we may thereb + th, 
. 8. only;have our minds quieted;and a aff 
. -poſed, but may make qur Boaſj of God vf 
and , with Dazid call him our exceeding 4 w! 
* JOY. ... 2ou 
I will-firſt give you 'ſoms genet | ' b 
Proofs that itis ſo, and-theni_ ſhew' you « 
how. it is ſo. We find in the Old Teſta: 
ment, that this was the chief remedy 
that the WONG of God did in all their 
_tr© , ics ,: Tat 


"i © Aba 
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"' by-what- virtue the Apolile aſcribes to "2 
"2. their Faith, -but by' the frequent uſe Heb. rr. 
wi which David makes; thereof when at : 
any time he was in" Why fear or trouble 3 q 
when fear was on every fide while Palm 31. ? 
men; took counſel "together to take 13-4 |! 
. ay away his Life, he truſted in God, and OY 
atly ſtirs up -himſelf- to this when he was * 
ang caſt down or diſquieted. And what 
ing time he was afraid,' that is whenſoe- 2 
wal ver he was fo, he would truft in "God. Pſalm 56. * 
bat Ard whereas it may ſeem to ſome, that 3- | 
nal this doth not fo well agree with what 0 
ati he ſich of che righteous man, That he PAl. rI%. 
owe thall not be afraid of any evil tidings, 7 


12 F his heart | ps eruſting in 'the 


om Lord : Theſe iplaces ſhew,that tho good 
pt men; may - unavoidably be ſurpriſed 
joy: with ſudden fear, yet Faith is the way 
i fo cure it, - We'ſee by experience, that 
nol there are ſome ſudden motions of the 
m4 affections, which-prevent all reaſonings 
dF of the Mind. 'As we'fometime ftart at 
ing] what w e'do unawares hear or-ſce, but 
. A our-fear is'over as-ſoon a3 we can recol- 

181 our ſelves, arid ether ſce that there 
youl vas no-real danger, or ſecure'*our felves 
eltaJ»gainſt it: So when we apprehend any Cf 
nedyJfudden' danger +which may alarm' our Þ 
heiggtear, allis quietwhen we can by Faith 4 
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nent Chriſt im 
. the inordinate_ cares. and fam of hs his 
- their Faith when they weze to fol>. 


, think that it were. one'of the beſt uſes: 


- ther care about theſe. things, when he'Y | 


. ing... to. one, Evangeliſt, How it 
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this was e Ire ly whi wen: 3LU 
did then betake themſelves toz ©; on-. 
der the New T | 


Diſciples to the. weakneſs .or wantof. 
Faith, So hegeproves the weakneſs of 


licitous about thethings of the World, 
or the neceſſaries of this life. Que would - 
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or advantages of righes, to free us:faarm | 
ſollicitous cares, and that a may might Þ x5; 
with him in Lzke 12. 20- difmi(s all tur- } ,z; 


is richly ſtored with them:: | But we; 
have ſeen often, that -Faith is mare:c Y 
feQual for this end, and that a Promile: 
is better ſecurity. than-a: great. Eſtate. : 
So when Peter was ſo ;afrgid ypon. the'Þ 
Water, Chriſt upbraids bim with the Y-. 
weakneſs of his Faich;:. And whenthby J 
were ina Gorm, and thereby put jnto: a; 
great fright, Clarif. asks them- accords, 


that they, had: got faith? and: fall 
tO ano! | Where their Faith 
they ; a. it. not. aQually .& thattii 
As. ſome  Philolophers GE 
Wy qd nm Reman 
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ze which, is only habitual; "wid fot 

\ However tho: they had Faith, 
rerthef ha@irtoſeth;] as a 

chat when he fhould'Uſe #-toolLitfis laid 

out of the way; 2nd (6 at prefent wants 

the benefit oft!” -As #'manthat'48 rea- 


his Cloſer,” yet "if it "be: not 'ur hand - 
when he ſhould uſe it, he —_— all: ih- 
to #{woonif he do:not take ir 

'F will now” 'ſhew' more' patdealerly | 


J how Faith is ſuch an cfeQual remedy 
| againſt trouble'bf mind'3-and the” chick 
F reaſon. thereof is, Becauſe thereby we 


4 our firis pardoned. ' Asſin Is the 
ing of Death, fo it'is alſo 'of 'every 
Sion ; therefore he is x Blefſed man 

whofe iniquiries 3 are ay a "19 
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Njoir »the mote ful} IT of | 
this-Point, 1! will, firſt, ſhew' Fog 


| _ Foote ofifin; is. 2. How-this is 


ined'iby Faith. 3. How: great-a 
a nile and: happinels 'itiis. ' Remifli- 
or forgivencls of fin is in its--moſt 


p- orilinary ſenſe, freeing or cxempting 
i "ont pany of it. 
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dy to faint, 'and'- may have # Cordial in 


_ this: ſenſe thoſe. that are. in a Kate; of 
Grace way. pray dayly for. Pardoy-of 
fin... Tho' | doubt not but. men.chat:are 

- alcrady.juſtifed may pray for the par 
don of {in in the moſt proper ſenſe,.; any oe 
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Chrilt by one Sacrifice: _onecing, 
| Ever thoſe that are ſanRitied, doth.n 
prevent his. inferccihon ;5- or mag 
that unneceſſary : So neither dotly 
our full diſcharge from the guilt of all 
our fins, diſcharge us from-praying dai] f« 
ly for the forgiveneſs of ' them. When 
we arc ini the fulleſt poſſeſſion. of tith + 
cate} abundance of the things of 'thig 
ife, 'we are to pray:for. our daily bread 
that. is,. not only for the bleſſing and 
comfort; but for the continzance of ther 
So tho' ous fins be pardoned when-wi 
feſt belicve, we may pray daily forth 
continuance of thevertueand cficacyolt 
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zr4 for the cantinuance of -our 'prace; with. 

e S God:: But-that:remiſſon of ; ſins which. 

"joY we have 190 -A00y e-mnk is: the-dif- 

1G. chargin ing u$ 't eternal puniſhment jenf, 

deb cheifane:ahio in effet-with 

-neÞ juſtification: - ln-.the- former. verſe the A "> 
| Apoltle Gich, Through|Chriſt-is preach- 3 5? 
fl cd forgineneſs of fins, in the latter; that. 
I whoever bilicyes:on him,is juftified. Not 

in{] thatjuftifitgginn and forgivencls. of fins 
{I axe the:ſame thing/in the;preciſe notion: 

off ofthcm; but.where many ſay, that they: 

ef are the: ſame? thing, they | only; otend. 

6-0 thexeby++to: exclude that ſenfe of): the: 

.aof Words uffifying {in Which ther-Papiſts 

of ſametimes tabeit;n/afor mikingy/gh-! 
oth ttous::by Renovation, ;Sandification; 

all Paxdonjof finz/when. a perforris acquit- | 

i] ted or-declarcd rArce: from that which | 

of he was duſpedted. off orcharged:with2 | 

iy Sonot-only,2x.rightcous:man{amay. ber. __ 
hit] juſlifed; butiGo®himſclf., And as:there 5 37 

þf] may. be juttification without: Paxdon, ſo: Lake 7. 

ih Pardon-withain: juſtifications4; do not 29. | 
[ll men thardGuiallys! or de foFog;qhere is Rom: 3-4- 

9 Pardon, aria remiltion of:the Eternal : 
hell paniſhtnene of:4un where: therk is.not «© 
half jubifications by | as cangeine of a. @:Y 

008 4104 3 , Pardon 5 


yet hay fay tha)jahifirtivn =only b 
a Met taken for 


ſirmer-juft, and! Ueatingy whth: him a 
: oy er rghtevs, freehigghim:fre " 


(puniſhment of fit! 
ws. rv eternal life on'himu/\ Whes 
as in rhe ſenſe- of the! ;Seripture; 2 
Jaftlfy is to acquit or 'diſcharge'a'-fi 
ner from the guilt 'and puniſhment 
fin; upon-the Imputation of 4s 
Rom, 4.6. Neſs to-Nim. But as we muſt nor; ſupy 


that: God':only idedls withousus/if i 
were righteous; which-ſoihe! appolg 


he miphe; cho Chriſt ſhonld-rior be ti 
#0 have dicd-ih couri'-fiead,; b 
ave botn.our'fin: yea, \clibthe had nc 
diedat'ulli/'-Soon; the vtherhand, w 
muſt net imagine thacrGodinitnpurie 


\ righteotia'o finners 'doth' think; of} 


hat they have nbr' » 
ESE 
4 doth not imply any:[uch thing. Whe 
| 2 Sam, 19 Shimeel' deſives "that" Dovido woulda 
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onfl ori make accoiint that he had nor dote' 
ih iniquity, -but that he would not charge 
J” ic apon him, or deal with him according 

fe; and where it is faid, the Sacritice 1 
of him that ſhould be eaten on the third I 
day, ſhould not be imputed to. bim ; the Lev. 7.18. 7 
meaning of it is, that he ſhould not have ; 
the benefit of it, or bedealt with accord- 
ing ithereto., ' But to keep the true 
'mean between theſe, we muſt ſappole, 
that God deals thus with us, not im- 
puting over fins "to'hr;, in confiderari ui of 
what Chrift bath done for ut, or in our ſtead. 
As where Pani allows Philemon to put Philem, 
Onefinnur his wrong or debt (for which 18: 
it is like he might be pat into the ſame 
Prifon where Pau! was) on bis account 3 
as hewould hot have hitn think that It, .. 
wi Poul, aid 'riot' Ohifidtut, that had 
wronged hi 4 tieither would he have 
hire” to 'piniſh it no more ith Onefimus 

ef than if He Had not pink Wnt 

/&f But he tclls hin,' and gives it atider his' 

'#{ wont en par: eet pay it, or ty- 

ff him for it. So God 'fotti not Qnly deal 


6g with''us as if we were righteous; in re- 

mn our eternal: piniſlitnent A Bue: 
ay be'doth this in confittecarion- of what! | 
1l- _ hath'doite arid *fuffered for us!” A 
wil He having laid upon' him” the iniquities- /A 
fi L 3 bh C 4 of- 4 
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s s. "i br 44 par, ed Gerber, 
| Gal. g. 13. Law, as to make Chriſt a curſe for us, 
1 he is now not. only metciful and grath? 
' ous, but faithful and juſt ro forgive «ms. 
; Re onr fins, he haviog ſer Jam eee to be o:] 
| Propitiation fir our, fins , 20 declare. bit 
| righteowſueſs , that he might be. -juſt.,,:; 
4 and a 14ſti;i ler. of. bim. that believes in. Je 
+ Rom. 3. ſxs,., It is not only, that he nay be:jull,.) 
| 25,26- tho' he juſtify ſioners,. or that he Way! 
; - jaſtify- them ſaving bis jztice: But ;it. -is- 
jaft with God to juftify. or acquit ſinners,:] 
Lies, Chrift baving born. our fins oa the Croſs, that. 
| 24. we through bis ftrip.s oaight be heoled,, > 
I come now . £0, ſhew how 'we.vre;. 
3jzJiticd by Faith 20d that v. 6.37% ra het 
, tied by Faith, is evident beyond all .con-! | 
© Gat. 26. tradition, from. that. of, the  ApoRile.. 
| K that a man. is not j by the. 
works * the Law, but by t Fed Jer 
Sus Chriſt , we have bilieved in 
that we might be Suftified., S that F aith- | 
is in order to julibcatian +. and the de-;: | 
cree of juſtification, deth. no, more. infer | 
r joſtification, from. Eternity ,,than. ; 
our glorihication z and, tho there, were./ 
a foundation 3; for Our. juſtification. | 4 
ip the Death of-. if, ſo a$ it ,is.c0%/! 
rainly future Vet We arc:.ne. 
iofified till we, bellnes bat ia, 
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ticipation; af1.the , benefits. bf "Chilli's, 
Death; ang | TI ALD 
'F damn boy g logg,  Oangedeferepds we the 
_ pony 24 op DOA: Why 
bs it. ſcem firange to any, t e 
: } our. juſtification ſhould 44 defiried till 
a ”s believe? And for ay of juſtifying 


of etl eg it i is.rue of thoſe whom Rom. 4, 5... 
''] God doth jo 2 ſiri& [Ca z for her: 
they-cannot __ ef he Obcdience. ; 
But jf we: take. xngodly in, he ;Ordina- 
xy ſenſe wherein it is taken". , for an , — 
unpenitent inner : it hews,whar thoſe : 
have.becn. whom. he juſtifies', ſuch , ee. ; ; 
they were in this ſenſe it is ſaid, the 11. ; 
deaf bear', and the lame* walks, the dumb Matth.1n6 
\. the blind. ſee, Publicans and Har- 5: 4 
v £ into og of Gags WED 27. o 
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wholly withdtit us, a belts wes 
Pha by Cheift for tis, and fodonot | 
reckon Evangelieal ri [> to be ins * 
Bead of tht rig HT which | 
weare jaſti fied;or any part'6f igbutonly Þ 
4 means of our being invfted theteevith, But | 
tho.F woald not, 2s forne'E6, extyitate | 
the Phraſe, or chofe that tiſe-it;, white 
ot thus explain thetaſtlves, for: (ret 
y with Jerome, Seeeratunt eſt): anion: 2 
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offs ulithjus wh erbis incommode differ ftms.! 
txere berorem »yeti:it cv mot! A 
: make uſe of it for the (9.0 fem 
n= 

£ i691 a: 8a this] 
{ when we are dealt;cwith. according; 
thorow, as bhavealeadaywfaid:! So Faith 
iba 0% 1 trherh-wverave dealt with 
or treatdu a3 believins and it is impur- A 
fed. tus for + 4 \ though, HOLE 


mdcadiaf it; orasphdmatcer of it; but 

asitih a:mmeans of ing im any nay what-s 
ever 32S it wagafaid me on i bee 
larsed)thut 


al JF ihal.. As it is [ 
rem. rely Suptifin of repens ; 
inniflod of find 3, ax a5 'Chrilt is Mark. 1.4. * 


reeyy bo pom #'Cobenant of thei Pro 
le: mot that:Heimight!be: dns a 


7 Oanibers eiHilyexppounded-it) us © * 
if: ©brifi- in « ficblicerat ſenſe aut ; 
be allin-&-! Whereas ito was only that 16. 42 6-7 
chure mipht be: a Covenant wich the . I 
People 3 the beingthe Hurety-or Modine = 4 
tour oft: $0 Faich is reckoned: to. us, Heb.7. Ty E 
| *ar{© wemiighrbe righteous, or- be 256 j 
br yuitified $ 'God: 'hwving fu 

F out juftificavionuporthur.  Andit:deth. 
F reſult from thence ( by vertde ofithe 
$3 Goſfpol Grant) aur! gutic doth reſult: 
Srmerpmatng ape 2300 of tie Laws thv- Z 
2909.2 þ was oy 


© Þarould-i0tbeithe I ro aleribaahdd! 
ſanic catſality:to-our Faich-in-juſtifics®” 
her nam do v0findn our Condems: : 


vt. 95 wy 4 55 4g aig 


| ſod>to ſulpeyd:onr\ 
Taliition Sebi Salvation paotioulanlyn 


ypon our believings 32{ 57 4 
aft. T hatceglanafonctuacd to hi by: 
= the-ſame'. way whereby, we 4 & 
| Ger: 3. 6. from-him.' >We: fell-from Godbyibe- | 
| lieving the Devilrather.chan\Godz and 
q we ave recovered/again;” by  believiag - 
| Jo. 3.33, God:rather than;the: Devil; and ſeriing 
: v0 onr\ſeal-that God is: twnee© + © +; 
- 2dly, God: deals with-us- aeavich-rma ] 
 rioval Creatures,: avd will not-forcehis 
" favour upon us,: buit will have us accept | 
3 af it-: - and by-Faith we receive Chriſt * 
+ Jo.1.12- and-his benefitss and this is that be- | 
> AQ-8:37- Jieying with all-thetheart- which is rc- , 
N quized, when we'do freely and: heartily 1 


| > +, 7 embrace that-offer which'is made to us : 
Wai, ; in the! Goſpel z-actounting TRTIGr" ; 
 u5. worthy of alt acceptation.”;> 
| Rom 4. 11 3d6s Joi of Foih thetis might be of || 
4 +< Graces, Faith retgiving all from-God, as ' 
Love gives all IG ſa that«thereby | 
we: give the whole glory of I 3 
Kionto-him.. 7d.) 02047) I 
''Now-F come toſhew canteemes FAY 
ancingias bebe cnfiont | 
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Yrgiens \iejs-erue, hror/0rv ou noe [5 0 oY 
4 always curcd:when ſms-are; arora -o6 1104 
F For:thac ſaying, that where ſin is par- 'oJ 
J doned: the: oc! is remitted it © 174 
{ doth not-imply\thac ali ſuffering is re- B.. 
moved: whezxe finis taken awiy;but that 
whatpetſons ſuffer aft6r pardon of ſin, 
{ is;--fiotrproperly ' Penaliinn-vbe ſenſe of 1he 
Papifts; ſo 05710 makg np whot"'ir bebind of = 
J 1be ſufferings of Chrift. co ſatisfy fo? our fin) 
$o: neither is: the retndval'of -Diſeaſes, 
or other. Afftictions, aw evidence of the 
pardon of f6n:bucit is likely Chrift ſpe = 
not here- of -Pardon iof fin impr 
| Ss or the-removal only fem: S 
at panoyens niſhmenc,; but: of pardon ina \ '** 2 
and as when the King arked ';-; 7 
na EY bim,' even length - of doys Pfal.a1- 3 
Si on op doth ex + : 
ceeding above what we aw 
tbink, - when he x For cure for the dif- Epd: 34S 
caſe of his body,. cured his Soul like- 
4 wiſez which is a fingular favour, and 
| # mattecof. great comfort. 
' 4 -- x-It is axcomfort -in all our Aflict- os 
F- ons4t iseruc afflictions are inthemſclves 
IF part of the. curſe, (as death-it ſelf is) - 
= 1 butadcath having lo its ſting,is now _ - 
27 union ne adrantage on amy Dow 
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'-' forts hereby ſwiectned 10:us:3me way wot + 
3 exr breed with joy; and drinkowr-wine with 
; bedkel'$. 4 merry beart,, 'ohan God atorpty wur work, - 
-T here ate 4wotehings wherein worlly : 
men think thoy:have the rs | 


4 5: 


good men, thavis,wildamr and joy.) But 


E 2 Tim. 3. Garoaboſo ohiis are wiſe 20 fakuariin have | 
bj. 95: the advantage:of the” meni eE rhe. 


| «Cor. 6. 90, who Stith Nil chajo riſen cam 
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ng God tovery man's Dup, 
Mas : him his meaſure of:the-things 
{Fo this [life : &: CE 2 ; 
diff as hi picaſcs, mixting it wi r,-0r 
with Gaul ' and : Wormwood 4:10 that .. . 
eryccotditicn;, : nd>ievery outward 
1 Blodkg-a6.85 God ds pleaſed to make it. 
1 And there is hothingdogh more ſweeter, 
I theſe :rhings tow 9? the. ſepſerof 
1 God's favour inthepardon bb ourbns , 
# not onlyras: we::vilue gifts? nccording 
t6 the mind: of goodwill. of the giver. 3 
bue-whett ous ans/ar6 pardorted, all the 
Mitfings of ebi+life atc:but.as the: pro- | 
ther, forthe: ways: tl he ſhould come 2: 
to Agype, where he thould: Have al] : w I 
good-things of the Land :- whereas the Gen. 45. 2 
exeareſt abundanes that- wicked meg **: *&+ 5 | 
have , is but as the bandful of Neill, 
antl-ONl initheGrafe'y wiich the Widow and | Kino.1 
Y bin Son-wwets to-ta8y and dice: Qu like the, © 
I Yyrant's- Feaſt, 40. which; he fet-the 
manthatichvied :ais greatneſs and plth» 
ry, /wicha gfrat Sword hariging: oyes 
lie h6ad\.in an horſes hair, wizli the 
pdintdownweanrd, which took away. all 
the comfort of his Banquet. Iſrael was 
CL they 4 
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S ee abek: thee | 0 
nogt-their=fins pardon'd:';' buri are «rol Mt 
ro-Þonifoge. 'contunua hlengbinhe, 6 
Heb.2. 15. Job; "i Gps on q-;I3ht ot 
s 103.1:We have : freedoms of} 
© Rom. 5.2, God 3/ may ome wit il boldnoato 
him as 7 Child:toa Father) 50% 
Heb. 16. obtain o n #1me' 
oj yo co ary __ 
our prayers toGod, theanſwe 
.oet in" w it epap'be moſt ſeaſor 
ble:3"25- God, 'heard-nor/ (:chat is, ac 
fwered not): rahom when be payed 
but when Lor was in the greateſt das 
whom” Abrabam” ſeemed: to have <hid 
. reſpe&'to in his Prayers; oe ern 
are pardoned, God may(notwithiſtar 
tols the the ſtriftneſs Bf his Juſtice, and\the 
_ ſeverity of his Law) pleaſe himſclf-ir 
. thewing mercy, which he takes ſo mach 
delight i in. » 

14," We have the-collinnat Feaſt ae] 
good Conſtience;' which will, be1a?.re<: 
joycing to us not /only in the:time of} 

. aMicion, - but in-Death-it ſelf; which Þ * 
b& ſo terrible to others. - As Chrif-bids! "7 


hearts-of others failed them, for _ "0 
ing; for the things that was | wing A 


= [the mn... Ic i FI The 4x Ws i, : Luc. 21. : OM 
Gomes may priy 4 age as pra 23, 28. 
: ricular «8s, though his fins be par-, 
pw as Dend's did for numbering the , $.m_ 24. 
7 eople 3; but there-is proviſion made in: 10. 
uch caſes, that cvery particular fin ſhall 
toi ot break the peace betwixt God and 
3. but it is not our Conſcience accu- 1 Joh. 2. 
{Fling us; in-.xcference co ſome. particular; 1, 2. 
(Y-dtr,. but. in reference to! our. ſpiricel, 
enÞ/ate;/ that is ſo terrible and. affrighting, Heb. 10. 
128 when. we are kept continually ina fear- fg 
wttulexpeRation of Muang and fiery 
4&4 indignation. | 
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I N OW: tho this be lo.great : A i. 
od lege and happineſs,. 40. have our 
I ns pardoned 4 if we know /it not, we 
..F cannat-.take the corplort of it There- 
- & fore. ]-will ſuther enquire, what aſſu- 
'F rance we have. thereof, by; Faith."There 
FJ is 2 great complaint that.many, (if not 

by ;our-later , Wrigers" and Prea-- 

ers have. deſerted the tri Reformers-/ 


;Þ i the DoRrine of Faith.y, who com- 
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ny tanght, that afſſwrance' 
eſſential t0' Fanb, and. that Chrifti n 5 
may live long in the want of it. * And] or 
this _ ſay doth very. much weak 
the hands of 'Chriſtians,;there being {6} pe 

+ many graces'to be ,\ fo many du 


in 
ties to'be performed, fo 'many- afMliQi- th 
ons tobe endured, which do req th 
Aſſurance ito encourage and ' enable us; = 
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thereto. And if thoſe that ſuffered ſo 
much in the beginning of the Reforma» 
tion, for the profeſſion of the Truch} 
ſhould have had ſach a Faith as is now! 
ordinarily taught , and not that Aſſu-" 
rance and confidence wherein ey 
then pleaded the Efence of Faith, 
could ; not have gone {6 well/throg 
their ſafferings;/ Agiin, they fayby this 
Dodtrine, "that "mer chay hive: Faith: 1 
WR Aſſivance 4+ we teach mieti'to'Þ 
in ſuch 2'Faith, and. to ' cotetit: ; 
ah tir own Fre ton»! 1 
firm their Do@rine, hat© ay; J 
believe fracerely,tho CN tis 1 


rance, oe $f, wry the co 
Now NT eu CD inarily 

amint, l 

fel their own Aﬀarance of = 


.th 


oy uy _ v_ 


wh 


ſb NOTE. FRY 


Þ' of But. for! our ' EXCourag 
themſelves 
in the reg Affurance, ung ders that 
i | chets may-be-true Faith withoot it, we 
ire] think- they. have leſs. reaſon for their 
as] complalnc, than thoſe have that fay we 
ſo] weaken the hands of Chriſtians by tea- 
na-J ching,! that petteRion . is not neceflary 
th;4 to+Salvation,; nor attainable in this 
4 Life, becauſe: Chiſtians generally concern 
F} themſelves more-ito endeavour after 
3 Afurance,' than after PerfeRion', both 
{ as'iit ip'More attainable and more ne- 
7 coflary! to: the comfort vf their Lives. 
 Awifoo the profdtion of the People of- 
4 God in:Sctiprurs, it is-not-univerſaly? 
4 ctuecafthemn; for:as we meet with in- 
F ſancoxof many: triamphing inthe ſſa-' 
7 ranvce of the tore of God, and'the hope 
, of fatureiglory z 'fo we do of fore un- 
2 der-dbabes and-terrors' 3: ant as-Mofer 
| Frmnar va another caſe) _ _—_ 
| 's cople- were Prophets4 ol 
 thatall the Lord's People had Aﬀarance: 
I yer; 1hope-that tf'he call chem) ro like 
4 ſufferings; the will-give them like Aﬀſu- 
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ings: Yea, we ordinarliyiteach;not{bo 
only-chat Aﬀurance is attainable:(with-Ypa1 
out extraordinary Revelation)dbut thatY rl 
it is the Duty (as well-as; the Tatereft)YPrc 
of Chriſtians to endeavour after.it. /-'+ - Þ Bo 
Having premiſed. thus: much-briefly,'J it, 
] will now proceed to enquire how: far: 
Faith is attended. with-Afſurance,-and' 
how. it-may be ſometimes; without -it. 217 
will not ſaysthere is a dire Att of Faith, 
and a reflex A&: I thiok not the terms * 
ſo proper ; but] own, whatithey call the? 
dire} AQtot Faith, isthemoſt proper AMY 
_ | new whenie mp emi | 
3 | Ved,ord lieve, he mayrefle&uponit;; 
/ Mark6. and fay with him, I believe and thence: 
| 244 he may infer his Intereſtin-the promile*: 
4 of. Salvation; and. (6 have: rance;”; 
which fomeccall Aſſurance of Faith; and : 
we maycall ic ſo,ag it is:2ferr'd from: our; 
Faith; rather. than as it is an aft of Faith. :. 
EC. The. Scripture ſpeaks of « fall afſaranceof >; 
| Col. 2.2. aaderflanding , - which: is-aclear; and: cer>\," 
I tain; knowledge, of Truths, [Of a: fall: 
; Heb. 6. offuranterof bype'3 4bat- js, -2:certdin'ox> {] 
112... Peationof Salvation. Of « fill afſaiconess? 
. he of faith,” Now: 'the Aﬀfurance which ve7] 
b are pew: ſpeaking of.) Is.indecd:ratber}; 
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if Faiths + eho- it is indeed quay 997 on 
|  Aﬀfurance. of Faith, wherewith we 
- ' oy draw-nigh to God, not-only in 
} ro particular Ads of Workhip, buc-in our 
hacY fri acceſs to him in Converſion; as the 

)FPrcodigal: firſt! returned. to his Father's 
34 Houle, and when he was reccived into 

y,/J it, made his particular Addreſſes to his 

ar ;J F ather,as he had occafion. And this full 
4 ay - hog only _ as by bag 
13 4 at:what G 
4} arable alſo to | Naren ahh of 2; __ be 
J Sarsb,- That judged bim faitbfid that bad 
he! promiſed. .'So.a5 he will certainly make __ Ir, 

FT good his promiſe acci'rding to the true * | 
oy ' Tenor thereof, . whether we bekeve or F 
ts: no;'hei cannotideny himſelf, And if 2 Tim. 2. * 

7 ſome: do not believe, their unbelief ſhall nos **- | 

J make the foith: of God; without effet. . It Rom. 3.3. | 

$7] hall be fulflled, co 'others that. do be- 

:Þ lieve,/But chere is a further Afurance of 

I Faith (even.in the tri diret Act there» 
J of); whercby-we do apply the Grace of 
J 1 God tppur:felves in particular ; which 
J is not'a-believing- that our Sins: are al- 

:& ready, pardoned, /or. that: they ſhall be 
13 pardoned: uporr our believing that they 
Ee | _ ſoy -but that #hey ſhall be pardoned npon 
74 , [that is, upon our addreſ- 
is | ng our ſclyes to God by Jeſus Chriit, ] 
E 1 apon i 
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- ſelves upon 


This is that boldneſs 


fidence which we have | 1 
that boldneſs which Cn have to enter ve 


into the Holicſt by the Blood-of- Y 
Boldly adventuring our ſelves on God's Y< 
free Grace in Jeſas Chriſt for Salyation, ]® 
fiecing for refuge to layhetd on the hops JÞ*! 
that is (ee before us,in the encouragement ill 
of the gracious invitation. of the: Gof-JBv 
to all thoſe that are weary andihea-! the 
vy laden, to thoſe thartſhall —— (uc 
the Watcrof Life.and the promiſe made 'J* 
to ſuch, And inconfidenceof the graciong" ſhe 
promiſe made to :31-cthat come to Jefas ? fa\ 
Chriſt; that'be will in no wiſe caſt them * Do 
out, And thoitis true, Miniſters in their $7 
preaching do often make-uſe of the ex J'Þ 
ample of the Lepers thatAate at the gate 3! 


of Somaria; who reſolvedto:go into the [6 


Hoſt of the Syrians , as the -moRt likely J1ec 
way to ſave their lives, becauſe there |/#/ 
was no other courſe thatthey could take "Jo 
wherein there was any hopes of-it 5 for | 9 
if they went into the City,” they'(hould *JPc 
dyc thexc; if they continued where'they 3 
were, they ſhould dye. So that if there "3! 
were the leaſt probability of ſavingthelr Jif 
Lives by going to the Syrians, (this being 
the only way which did afford them '#- | 6 


: #3 \ 
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os Rs pes) .it-was cl ng ; 2p i he* oh 
Id take. So in — there _—_ 
ration in no cher, and Unbelicvers Ads 4. 
| bein under Condemna 3 If there 12. 
ex were but the leaſt ny of finding Mack 16. 
ſug Ymercy through him, it tbo 5, 
d*s Fcourſe that Siuners could take: They * 7: 
oF would certainly periſh if they ſhould noc 
pe believe in Chriſt, and they: can but pe- 
ent riſk. if they betake chemielvcs to him. 
6. But all thisis ſpoken, not to diſcourage 
2a. the hopes, or weaken the confidence of 
lly ſuch as flee'to Chriſt for veſuge (as'if it 
ef were doubtful whether Chriſt would 
ng Jſhew them mercy, or 'receive _ to 
as Jfavour) but to meet with the | 
mm 1 Domnbting Chriftions, that fear that Chriſt 
fe {may xcje& them, tho we do not grant 
es Frhac it may befo, while wehave his pro- 
ee Jmiſe that hewill-not do it, Yer ſuppoſe 
ie © Shch- a thing poſſible, it is acknow- 
Yledged by all , that we ſhould take the 
ry. 1/ofeft way z/ ſo-that if there: were only 4 
re "I poſebility, much more if there be a pro- 
oe | babil of Salvation by Chriſt, and no 
d © rome wercr any other way, it is 
y 4 certainly rhe 'beſtarway' for us to: betake 
& Jour fetves td him. Tt is in this'caſe, as 
er Jifa-Phyfician ſhould come-to 2 fick Per- 
* | fon; and tel} him: his-Cendition-is very 
aA and ws is butt one Reme- 
| OP 


Ads 10. 
43+ 


Tit. 1. 3 


" Rom. 15. 
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' him or no, © His fears may be fuch, ant 


make uſe of that, he doth not'doube 
his recovery. 'The fick Perſon is appr 
henfive og his "danger, -burt h 
hath: not muh cor fidence in. this Re 
medy, but doubts whether it will cur 


his Melancholly prevail fo far, chat thq 
Phylician can hardly hope co free hin} 
from his fears at preſent , but ' may xi 
think it an unanſwerable Argument td: a: 
perſwade -him to uſe ſuch a:Remedy] m 
that if he:do-not uſe it, there is no way of 
but Death z but if he do'uſe it, he may} ſe 
live, So, when Chriſtians: are-under} ed 
Temptation, -and the Power of Mclan 4: 
cholly, we may more caſily prevail withf hi 
them to venture their Souls on Chriftf ky 
for Salvation, tho it ſhould be-as they} <h 
imagine that Chrilt may caſt them ont jþ no 
than convince them that he wel not caff da 
them out: Yer we ſtand by it as a certain{| th; 
truth, that thoſe that come to him wea- 
ry and heavy laden , {hall fand, reſt to 
their Souls z and that whorver believes on 
bim, ſhall recerve remiſſion of fins., And thi 
in confidence of this promiſe of God that 
cannot lie ,, a Sinnex may draw. nigh to 
him wieh full aſſurance of Faith, And.in 
this confidence, many are filed wi#h-all 


joy and peace in believing, even in this farktÞabic 


dire& aQ of Faith, | - froz 
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0 ſalnetimncs {cen a clear Morning without / 
re any Cloud, overcaſt and grow Dark 
iy and Gloomy ; (o) we have ſcen Clouds 
iq to darken 'the cleareſt and brighteſi 
Comforts.of Chriſtians: And we make 
varicus ConjeQures at the reaſon of ic. 
' Sometimes thinking, that as God, under 

the Law did. ſo far indulge new-mar- 

ried perſons, as to exempt, them from 
;tq- any buſineſs ( for. the fixſt year) which 

4 might occaſion their abſence. from each 
| other till their AﬀeRions. were/firmly 
| ſetled, and till they were well cement- 


any dulge ſuch as are newly betrothed to 5+ 
ith} him, till their Aﬀections be fixed or 
rillÞ knic z but afterwards, tho he may retain: 
hey] the ſame kindneſs to them, yet he doth 
wt if not make them fare deliciouſly cyery 
day. Sometimes we are ready to think, 
ain] chat they have left their firſt love, and 
ex} fo God hath withdrawn the ſeoſe of his 
| tof Love from themz and ſeveral other 
5 of} reafons may be ſuppoſed thereof ; but 
hagh1 queſtion not, but the chief reaſon is, 
well becauſe they do,as 1 (aid at firſt, flee to 
v©0F Chriſt for refuge, in confidence of the 
diff Invitation and Promiſe of the Goſpe] ; 
b-alfznd this confidence doth for ſome time 
ifabide with them z but as thoſe that fled 


Te 4 ITN ONE HT TTT CE, 4-28 
ved, That (as we have 


tf ed rogether; fo God is pleaſed to in- Deur 2 


- from the wrath to come, - were to brirg a 


3: forth fo 'repettance 3 
as ve fe fl to Chri for 1 -» 
fuge, are ehcig forks mt cl] 
F: h, or ſuch as WP; E 
Faith in Jeſus Chg As And having a 
=) freſh and ads ſenſe of _ the Lov ve of: 
+ 2 Cor. 5. Chriſt, they think this ſhould confirain 
FF: them , fo as they ſhould for the future 
not live to themſelves, but to him that 
died for them : And that they ſhould 
bo» be ſuch manner of Perſons in all Holy 
' 2*%3- Converſation and Godlineſs, as that for 
| the fature they think they ſhall live 
& - more like Angels than Men, and that 
* Phil. 3. their converſation ſhall be in beaven. But we 
F*20.  * find our ſelves to fall far ſhort of what 
2. we propounded 1 to our ſelves, and that 


Mmom. 7 there is a law in our members , war 
23 And rebclling, againſt the law of our minds, | 
E - ſo that we cannot'do what we would ; 
and we now begin to reflet on our 
2 Faith, and to confider that there is a 
& James 2. dead faith that vg not ; that there: 
| 28,0. js a temporary Faith, through which a 
1 man may for a time receive the word 
* Marth.r3, With joy , but afterwards fall away in 
= 2:. time of Temptation. And it is a faith: 
| Luke8. which worky by love, which avails in Chriſt. 
FE 3; 'And now Doubts and Fears begin to, 
Gal. 5.6. ariſe in our bearts, leſt we. ſhould =e 
Þ - ceive our ſelves. And thoſe that requi 
4 Nurance in the diret && mk F UA 
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dleF that we ſhould renew 'ſach 'Ads of 
*-1 Faith, tho we arc ollidted by Doabts, 
T1 yer acknowledg that Aﬀurance will not 
foF continue withont the tryal of our Faich 
4 by'the inſeparable Properties of a true 

' Saving Faith; and that we muſt exa- 
mine' the fruits of our Faith, and try 
whether we can ſhew our Faith by our 
Works, that we may be ſure not to be 
deceived in our Judgment con it. 
Now this doth well agree with what 
the Scripture teaches concerning Afſu- 
E] rance , where the Apoſile ſpeaks of gi-. | 
hat | ving all diligence (that is, the \ greateſt E 
WE diligence) ro make our calling and eleftion 2 Peter r. | 
hat | fre. He doth not mean, that this ſhould 10. 
hat] be the immediate matter of our Care 
I, and Diligence; but having exhorted 
Gf 1- them in the firft Verſe , to give all di- 
d 3 ligence to add one Grace to another, 
our and one degrce of Grace to another, 
5 2] that they might not be barren or un- 
cc] fruitful in the Knowledge of Jeſus 
h a, Chriſt; in this Verſe he enforces the 
2rd | faine Exhortation , they ſhould the ra- 
' NJ ther give diligence to make their calling and 
th] Jeon ſurez that is, to the end that 
4-1 they might hereby make them fare ; 

Of our _ firft, and thereby our Ele- 

i Js ho the Tyr be before the 
mY Lightning, yet ightning gives | 
mag notice 'of the Thunder, 5, ho oor i 


« * Eledtion be from before the foundation of Þ 
+ Eph, 1.4 theworld, yet. we have firſt notice-of it | 
| by.cur Calling , 1 kpow ſome do in» } 
terpret that place otherwiſe than-Pro-: 
| teftants do ordinarily interpret it : be» - 
cauſe;ſuppoling the word which is. ren» 
drcd to make ſure, is rather to. make 
firm,than to make evident: And looking 
upon EleRtion as conditional, au ſulpend- 
ed on ſomething to be performed by 
us; they reckon that it becomes abſo- 
lute, and ſo ſure to us upon-our dili- 
gence. But as we are not choſen if we | 
] Eph. 1.4. be holy, but that we may be holy ; ſo 
; the word here uſed, doth not only ſig- 
= 9 nity waking a ching tirm, -but evidcnr, 
. Mark 5, Or giving evidence of the truth of it. 
And whereas they (ay, our calling is a 
| Heb. 2, 3, thing ſo evident, there needs no ſuch 
[ 4- diligence for the making of that ſure. 1 
anſwer, If our Calling were nothing, 
| but making us Chriſtians by outward 
Profeſſion , it might be ecafily. known ; 
but this is not the Calling that will 
F prove our Elcciion : For there are but 
_ few choſen of thoſe that are thus called, | 
og But there is another Calling, ſpoken of 
| ia Scripture, which is termed EffeQual 
Calling, becauſe men hearken to thit | 
Calling, and come in at it; and this is 
| inſeparable from Predeſtination, Jafti- 
> Rom. 8. fication, and Gloritication. And it.re } 
K $9: Wd -.....QuIre " 
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| | quires much! diligence 'to' know this. 
- } So if we would have fall affarance of 
$ Hope, ora confidence of future Glory , 
e- 4 it 'muſt be by diligence, and folowing 
n= | thoſe who through faith and patience bave 15,6, 5: 
ic | inberited the promiſes. For thoſe words 11, 12. 
g | in the cloſe of the Verſe, may either be 
1- | referred to our ſhewing the ſame dili- 
y | gence, or to the-words, the full aſſu- 
2 | rance of Hope 3 we mult perſevere in 
i- } our diligence, if we would maintain- 
7E | the affurance of our Hope, We do not 
ſo |} fay as the Papiſts, (ar leaſt, in their 
z- | ſenſe) that Faith is neceſſary to the be- 
r, 1} ginning of our Juſtification, but Works 
ir, |} to the:continuance of it z for 'they ſup- 
A poſe ,-'that they that are once juſtified, 
h 4} may ceaſe ſo to be, and fall agaiiz un-- 
1 | der Condemnation- Bat we may juſtly 
>, | fay, That tho the beginning of. our 
'd 3 Affarance be from Faith in: the dire& 
1z | a&t of it, yet the continuance of it 
i11l 4} muſt be from Works; for we ſhall have: 
«2 | too much-ground to ſuſpe&t that ous 
d, | Faith is not an unfeign'd+ Faith, or the Tim. 1.7 
of | Faith of Gods ek, if it do not work by: 5 T | 
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al | love. a 

Te | It is farther evident, That Aſſurance Tir. «0.0 

is | muſt be-maintained by Reflection, or 3 

i- | Self-Examination, 'becauſe the' Apoſtle © 
4 makesthat to be the ſcope of his Epilile, . 
23 Thar thc 
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{2 John 4. 


Heb. C. 9+. 


ME 


Son = wu Pl ae, 


. nal lifez and may- fill believc, or be: 


confirmed in their Faith. If any doubt: 
what thoſe things arc thavhe refers to z) 


ule 


doubtleſs, they are not the _ im-- 
P 


mediatcly before, but the 


in 
he ſhews what doth evidence a fiate of 
Salvation, and _ is inconſiſient 
therewith , as Ch. 1.6, 7, Ch, 2. * 3345 
Cb. 3.14. Ch. 5.1, 4. 

Now, after all this, ſome are unſa- 
tified with this way of attaining Aſſu- 
rance, or rather maintaining it, as bi 
neither ſatisfaory nor neceſſary ; 
it ſeems to found' our Afﬀarance and 
Comfort on ſomething in or ſelves. 


For this laſt ObjeQion, ( to diſpatch it 


- | 


_ _ wards) As fruit,tho i BY 
the Root, yet grows upon 
fo tho all pug oh and Comfort be 
originally from the Grace of God, yet 
this i manifeſting 
may any our — in what God 
t in: our ſelves, as well: as: 
pro ty = of others., when we 
ſee them walking in truth, or ſee in- 
them thoſe things that ; | Sal0a- 
tice , or have Salvation on 
them. And if any fay;. this may ſuffice 


for a Judgment of. Charity, which is 
_ Wthatis x quized: ofjus in refesence ta. Þ 


it {elf in its effects, we-. 


general: In ſeveral places of which. 


lt 


pwn 


Lt 
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we. | others; bur it {5 "n0e Cufficlent to thi 
' Þ jadginent of certiinty which we 
Þ have concething our ſelves. This wi 
INE w_ er raſwics L have to 
1 ſay upon the two other exceptions. - . 
New. whereas it A. that . this 
way of felf-etiminatibn leaves Chriſti- 
ans at great tincettainty about their: 
iritual Eſtate; and the evidences that- 


* ©. 


hed 
W 
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are vſually given for MUNTyOG Detaes 
not ſo convincing, bat Chriſtians arc 
zo! perplexed fill wich fears and doubts. 
j - F 'A ſwer . 


. That we ſhould n6t go to Miniſters 
cither in-hearing, or reading, or con- 
ferritip, as Naamon went to the Pro- 
pher to be cured of his Leptolie , cx- 
peRing. that he . ſhould doit with a I 
| word of his mouth, and a ftroke of his - 
| hand. WeLcatiiot expet that they 2 King, 5. | 
ſhould prey reolve us about ouy *": | 
Spiritual condition 4 but there is\much | 
diligenceto be uſed by our ſelves, as there 
is in all things of any worth, which 
are a L. this vv our di- 

gence, fo-it requires our diligence,not 
»og the wha of our Grace, but 
for the þ mga of it, It is obſerved by 
ſorne, that Chriſilans in our days have. 
not ordinarily that Aﬀſurance which o-.. 
thers have had informer times; and T- 
doabt the. oblervagion may. be. true: . 
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m but1chink it proce ds not.ſo,much from! Fe” 


any error about the nature of Faith, 3 
from decay in Grace, and that manifc 
declining that there is in the praQice. of 
Religion and it is no wonder that pro- 
feſſors of Religion are ſuch Mirangers I, 
to Aſſurance, and Spiritual Comfort, 
while there is ſuch a manifeſt difference Þ ,q 
becwixt the Chriſtians of theſe days, 
and of former times ; and I delire that Jp, 
the words of one op, omg by noneta, }, 7 
derogate from the Grace of God, or 

the operations of his Spirit in reference Þ;1. 
to man's, Salvation , -may_ be diligently 


heeded. _ Ir is (faith he ) impoſſible thas, | 12 
many profeſſors whom we ſee and converſe. }| 


withal, ſhould have any ſolid peace with 
God. Tt is a fruit that will not grow-on |} 
an earthly ſelfiſh frame of mind and conver- || 
ſation. God forbid but that or utmoſt. di- 
ligence and continued  enleahs to thrive 
in. every Grace, ſhould be required there- || (., 
wnto. X 

Now in this caſe, I neither think it 
ſo eaſy a matter. as ſome do to attain | c 
Aſſurance, nor ſuch an impoſſibility as Þ 
others do.*. Some Learned Men think » 
that Afſurance doth generally accom- ÞJ > 
pany ſaving Faith, becauſe they ſuppoſe 
the 'Soul muſt needs know its own. 
aqs, and fo muſt neceflarily know _. 


when it believes, and when, it repepts, - 


RY 


J cacion. . Bur tho it be' caſy to know - 
Jour own as canfidered Phyſically or 


go 4 x) 7 l 


conſeq 


ucntly"infer its own Juſtifi. | 


Natxrally, that is, when we put forth. 
ſach an- a&-in general, as when we 


{ believe, or repent, or know God ; yet” 


it is another ' thing to- know our own . 
aQs'morally.confidercd;or as they ought 
to be qualiticd in order to ſuchreuds as. 


they are-appointed to. There maybe 


a Faith which is bat temporary, or for 

a ſeaſon; there may be a repentance Mar- 13. 
like chat of Nineveh, which may avail 22: 

to the preventing of temporal Judg- 

ments, but not to Salvation. . There 

may be ſuch a kyo x ledge, whereby we do 

not know things as we ought to know them : 1 Cor. 8.2. 
ſo we. may only profeſs that we know Tt. 7.16. 
God. But we mult know- that we know $ 
him, by.our Obedience as the fruit or Jos 2 
elect thereof; ſo it requires ſearch and * 
ſe]t- examination, to know whether -we , Cox. ;1.. 
are in the Faith, or in the fate of true 5. 
believers. But on the othet hand, ſome 
ſuppole it impoſſible to attain Aſſurance 


| by rcflecging upon 'any thing 'in our 


ſclves as an evidence of God's ſpecial 
Grace or favour towards us : and that 
they may wholly diſable Chriſtians for: 


'J inferring any Aſſarance from any thing . 


in themſelves, they deny both propo- 
licions from , whence they ſhould draw 3 
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| 2Jo- 3.14/07 paſſed from Death to Life. By re" 


their concluſion.” W exam ph _ : 
fay, that. thoſe who love the" brethren | 


EG our ſelves, we add fur- © 
ther, that we love the brethren, therice” » 
we conclude that we are paſſed-froin }** 
death to life. Now theſe men with 
whom we have now to do,deny both the 
Propoſitions ; that is, they deny we - 
know that weour ſelves arc paſſed'from 
death: to life, by our love to the bre- 
thren ; making this to be rather a F .. 
grourd of a judgment of Charity con» I; 
cetning others, than- a judgment” of 

certainty concerningour felves; for we 
may ſurely make a better judgment of }f”* 
our own love to the brethren, than of he 
the love of others3. only they think-a- }* 
judgment” of Charity may fuffice to- 

wards others z but we are now ſpeak» 

ing of Aſfuranceof our own love z but in ty 
this argument they infiſt on the ſecond 
Propofition , denying abſolutely that: 
we can know our own love to the bre- 
thren, or at- leaſt that Chriſtians can fac 
ordinarily know it, there being ſo many- o 
properties of. it which it is bardly. Ge 
poſſible for any Chriſtian to find in him- Y ,*" 
ſelf: but further, we muſt know them 
to be brethren (they ſay) otherwiſe Pa- 
pifts or any ſort of perſons love thoſe? 
_ of thcix. own way, looking upon theme 
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Yons, and A .and-mutudl-Ex-- 
Facerbations among Chriſtians, - as "it - 
Wicems impoſſible cither to atrain'to a ' 
- Hadgment of Charity concerning: others 
hereby, or to' a judgment 'of ccetainty ' 
Fconcerningbur {clves. - 
. Now in an(wer to-thefe things, 1 ſay: 
Yfirt, That however Chriftians,or Chri-+ 
ſtian Graces may, be-defcribed in their- - 
Jown nature; and ashey ſhould bey yet © 
JI when we conlider them as: they arc or- 
dinarily found, here is ar-allowance to 
beraade for human frailty : as Hitzekjah + 
prays that God would pardon every one that* 
{ prepared his beart to ſcekbim, tho he were * 
jg ct cleanſed according 10 the Purification of 
Y the Sanfinary that is; if they had endea- 
voured:to bring their hearts into a righe- 
frame, tho they did'not reach to that 


| purity which was in-izineſs rcquired.-2 Chiron-* - | 
He may indecd- ſpeak there of -legat-or 3* 75:29-- 


ritual Purlfication, -but-that was itritly- 
j cnjoined then. - There are indeed ſe- 
veral ſorts of perfons that plead for Per-.- 
I fon, - but.none of them for abſolute 
Perfection; as -neceſitry to Salvation. . 


4 Grace mult be ſincere,” and of the right - 
FJ kind, cho it may not reach to that de- 


 gree&which+is our-duty (for if perfeQRi>: - 


4 0n-were not-our duty, our infpcrfeRti- - 
#088 were no. {195),.-Gold -muli-hold at 
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| gra 
allowance. If we will deal plainly-; 
faithfully-with our own hearts, we may 
appeal to God-for the lincerity of our: 


: Jo. 21.17. the ſincerity of his love ta; Chriſt, | 
| thou kaoweſt all things,” thou knoweft ther 
: Tlove-thee. And if our bearts - condemn. ns 
| t&Jo-3.21: vt, we may bave confidence towards God. 

2dly, + Brethrets may deal unkind)y: 
with-each -other;' when they meet in 
the-dark, or” when *they meet with 


tgnorance Chriſtians may miſtake their 
brethren, or thoſe that are their bre-: 
thren may ſometimes appear unlike 
thernſelves. But where it is tre love, 
it is\ not to thoſe of our own way or 
_ Opinion only ;, it isnot proportionable 
to what they reſemble us in, but ac-! 
cording to their meaſure of Holineſs, 
wherein they are like to God: where 
love is right, Chriſtians love others 


Holineſs, tho differing in their judg- 
ments from us, - than thoſe that are'of* 
our mind and way in ſcme things 'of- 


love to our-brethren, as Peter did- for! | 


each other in: difguiſe: that is, through 


more that are eminent in Grace and 


leſs importance, but'more defetive'in- 
-the more eſſential parts of Religion: © 
 -Zdly, Theremay maar. 
Cui, where-there is £0 a incere lo 


- 
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IdJY ro each other; *and the more 2eal they 
otFbave-for the Truth, and the Service of 
dF God, the greater their differences may 
14 be.' As differences may ſometimes hap- 
ury per in Families, betwixt perſons that 
or have an entire Aﬀecion'to each other, 
ord J and theſe differences being about things 
I that do- nearly concern their Family, 
vw} as about the government and manage- 
ment 'of their Childrenz the greatcr 
their Aﬀection is towards their Chit- 
inJ dren, or care for them, the warmer are 
th} their debates about them, Thus ic 
gh happens among Chriſtians that cannot 
eirY be of one mind m things pertaining to 
e-J the Honour and Service of God ; the 
keY greater their zcal is, the greater arc 
ce, their differences : and however Chri- 
or] ſtian prudence and meekneſs ſhould 
leJS make us -forbear- each other in love , 
c- yet that perfeRion is not found among 
s, | Chriſtians, as always to make them 
ref . carry it with due Calmneſs, Tenderneſs, 
Ss] and Moderatien to each other. We 
dj have an Example in Pax] and Barnabas, 
- twoexcellent Perfons, and dear Com=- 
panions in Labours and Sufferings for 
Chriſt; yet they were exaſperated fo 
againſt each- other,that they parted and 
went ſeveral ways, tho rhe thing which 
4 -they. parted about ſeems to be of no- aq TY 
0 "Wy 0 4 eat moment. ; | 36. &C. 4 
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| 2 Cor. 13; 


I may-not ſtand'co examine. parti- 


_certainly that he-is ſo, and that heis - 
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cular objeRions, which they 'make a» 
gainſt other evidences of ſaving Grace: |? ay 
But conſider what proviſion they make- : 
for the ſaisfying of Chriſtians concern-.. 
ing their Spiritual ſtate. The-.Apo-::Yyh 
file's power was given bim not for deftrufti- Yin 
on, but for edification. We ſhonld at teaft, Yx.c1 
if we deſtroy the foundations on which 
Chriſtians build their hopes and com- 
fort, teach them whereon- they ſhould. Þ i 
build them. Now for this they ſend | Þ re 
chem co that Spirit which is ſo oft called - J 5p 
the Comforter, who doth-as they ſup- Þ ox 
poſe ſpeak particularly in the-heart of | f; 


a Believer, Son be of good chear, by ſins - } pr 


are forgiven thee 3, and when the Spirit * I ge 
faith this to the Soul, this filences all. g; 
objeQions which did before diſturb and. Þ {a 
diſquiet it. I know God can whenhe. I} $ 


pleaſes ſatisfy the Soul, ſo as there ſhall J 


no- doubt remain to trouble our. ſpirits : el 
but- tho he: that- is awake may know ! 


not-in a-Dream:; yet he- that is-in. a'+ 
dream may - verily think- that .he- is. 
awake. So-he that hath the witneſs of. 
the Spirit, may certainly 'know that it 

is no deluſion : but he that is under a- 7! 
delufion, may verily think that-he hath-- 7 
the teſtimony of the Spirit. ' Therefore; © 
that we .may not miſiake- in-this mate. Þ 
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"Fer, they lay the Spirit: of God: never- 
Wpecaks to the heart of any believer, bac 
Si- ſpeaks according; to' the word of 
FGrace revealed ;:arid ſo I believe. But 
I know not well how to reconcile it to- 
Jwhat was: before objected, againſt our 
Fioferring our JuGification from our 
JEove to the Brethren. For if we can- 
not find in- our ſelves that Love which 
Jthe Apoſile ſpeaks of, all is nothing 1-Cor. 13. 
I without its therefore it is hard to 3. 
I receive any Teftimony concerning our 
Spiritual eſtate, where we have not 
round to: believe that we have this 
ve in us, notwithſtanding the many 
properties of- it which are there ad- 
ded. Far. be it from. me to dero- 
1 gate from. the work: of the Spirit in- 
I ſatisfying and comforting troubled 
{ Souls, whoſe comforts are my greatcki 
{ hope in the time of trouble, and at 
{ the hour of death. I am not of thoſe 
that the Philoſopher ſpeaks of, that 
1 meaſure Vertue by themſelves, and 
4 think none attain to that which them- 
ſelves have not: attained to : therefore 
will not deny any ſuch way of Aſſu- 
J rance as I have:not had experience of. 
*1 1-defire (without the offence of. thoſe, 
1 in compariſon. with whom I think of” 
1 my ſelf as the Spices did when they ſaw 
2 the Giantr, Numb. 13. 33.) m——_—_ 
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_ in this wattiv; nie lon | 
and often renewed thoughts. _ 
on not but God can ſpeak, or comma: 
nicate himſelf to our ſpirits, as Angels! 
| do to each other : yea, I am fully-ſa- 

tisfied, that he doth thus ſpeak Peace! 

to his people at the hour of death; or! 

before, or after ſome great Confli&t or 3. 

Temptation : as thoſe may know that? 

have cither converſed with ſerious ex-! 

pericnced Chriſtians , or bat read the; 
4 Lives and Deaths of Martyrs, or ſuf- 
4 ferers for Chritt. Such may obſerve. 
what ſudden tranſports of joy eminent | 
Chriſtians have ſomerimes had, - which: 
have not been the effe& of more liridt | 
Fryal, and Examination of their *pi- * 
ritual Eftate by the Word of God, ! 
which they have not had freedom and 
preſence of mind for, under ſuch Fears, * 
Pains, Bodily-weakneſs, as they. have © 
laboured under: much leſs from any 
briskne(s of ſpirits, -or working of 3 
fancy : buc it muſt be imputed fo } 
E- God's immediate ſupport, putting Glad- - 
J PC 4.7. neſs iito their bearts, ſhedding abroad bis. 
love in their bearts, by the. H ly Ghoft- : 

Rom. 5-5. -_ -t6 them. But to ſuppoſe this to. ? 
; God's ordinzy way of dealing, with ? 
his People, and to allow them no Aſſu- |} 
rence but what God gives them in ſuc Þ 
an: immediate may, wouldaleave many, 2 


y 4 Py 'E. 
FX >. "© pt 


pumble ſerious Chriſtians, .(that dare 
Foot boaſt of oh Go hath not 
wrought in them.) under perpetual 
4 ADE and fears. And Role |< 
Fare xcady to think that what the Scrip- 
Yturc ſpeaks. about, the witneſs of the 
ISpirit, the ſcal of the: Spirit, and the 
earneſt. of the Spirit, do imply ſome 
Jimmediate way of the Spirit, commu- 
Fvicating himſelf to Chrigians ; 1 will 
endeavour to ſhew you what may be 
Fthe true and proper import of ſuch Ex- 
Jpicfſions. | | 

As for that, the Spirit's witneſſing 
Jvith our ſpirits, or to our ſpirits, ther | 
Je .ore the ChilBen of God , ſuppoling Rom. 8. 
I vhat 1 before ſaid about his immedi» 16, | 
1 Fate Comforts in extraordinary Tryals 
; Jand Temptations, which ſeems. to be 
: the ſtate of Chriſtians at- that time 3 
4 ae. Rp may ordinarily be f(aid'to 
y withe with our ſpirit, or to our 

"Jpirit. Sy 
- 1 1/, With our ſpirit; and for the 
Jclearing of this, we muſt confider, that 
Ivhatever is written in Scripture, is 
Fthe. Teſtimony of the Spirit, he doth T 
Ftherein teſtify 3 and it is faid particu- zPet.1.zr. 
Watly, chat tbe Holy Ghoſt is a witneſs to | 
Ys of the perfe&ion of Chriſt's Sicra- Heb. 10. 
Ace; and this he is in the Scripture , '5: | 
or whit 'ke hach there tellified, as is 3 
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evideie Jrods the wotds riding 
Now it no where ſaith in Scriptuxe,ths 
this ot that perſon is the Son of God? 
our Names thay be writtenin Heaven 
but not iir the Scripttire : ib it is faidſts « 
co teſtify of Chriſt, but notby Name z 
but deſcribing him by his works, whi 4 
verſe 36. are ſaid to teſtify of him), orþ 
Job. 3. 39. #9 bear witneſs that bis Father bad ſent hi : 
theſe put together, the teſtimony of the$ 
Scripture, and his own works,did wits $41 
neſs that he was the Metab. Thus | wa 
the Spirit of God witneſſes in' gerierals 
who arc the Sons of God; giving, : 
CharaQters whereby chey may begalt 
known, ds walking after the Spirit ,) 4 
ko Gas e Spirit tof G64 f kB, 
know by 
the'wotd : bat chit v we'do. that his, ft 
we know by our own ſpirits, when 
we mit appeal to, and exathine ab 
it, this being the Candle of the Lo fie 
which ſearches the hidden parts of the! -bo 
. belly, thatis, our maſt ſecret tho! its, 'Þ 
and the witnels thereof is the t 
. ny of our Gonſciencesz therefore. it wes 43 
would have the witneſs of the Spiri . 
we mult ſee in the Scripture what that Ye! 
witnelles about choſe that ſha)l;,be $7 
faved, and then conſult our own \pi- P 
rits, and if find thoſe things in our } 
| ſelyes that. do accompany. Salyation,, 


ny 
dif - Burfurther, it may be ſaid to witneſs 
ento or with our ſpirits, as it <withefſes in 
idFes feds, which the Spirit it felf may 
ie aÞc properly ſaid todo : things ave ſaid 

$0 witacſsio Scripture, when tlicy are 
oxÞþ real proof of any thing, . as the ruſt of 
m: Silver and Gold witneſſeth againſt the ozpners. | 
heÞo mens wickediieſs faith, br teſtifies, Jam. 5: 3- 
it-$bat- they have no fear of God before their Pal. 36. 1; 
us Wer. / So perſons are faid-to teſtify or 
raÞbcar witneſs by their Works, as the 
Ys 


Wh 


rghe Concluſion follows, that we ſhall 


| k Gal: Ie16. 
reveals hix Son in us. We lyowing that 
>= oe abides in ws, by the Spivit which be bath” 1Jo. 3-24: 


Frven us: 
ti L will now proceed to yuh of: the- 
de 
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It Feeling of the' Spirit 3 and I defrre this 

> Fnay be- obſerved, that whenever the 

_ 3 ſpeaks thereof, it. doth not 
" Jpcak of the: Covenant, or of dur Sal- | 
tion be pg Galad to'us-:. but of ater bes". on” 
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2 Cor. 1. ing ſealed. Now we muſt know;. thi 
wn a Scal-is not a Natural, but an'Inſtitu 
Ph. 1213: (ed Sign: and it being a panticulathfce 
#4. 30, a Py Ot 6 k v> 
mark belonging to ſome perſon, it fig  / 
nifies his ratifying or confirming anyſeal 
thing that it is: applicd to. . And Sealgnil 
were uſed in three Caſes: .1f.iForthehot 
confirming of Writings, beingian 'EvigGo 
dence of a man's conſent. to what heÞut 
_ Efth3 12. hath ſet his Seal to; 2dly, It is for keep+hya: 
Jer. 32-10. ing a thing (ure,as the Lyons Den; and] | 
Dan- 6.17. Chriſt's Sepulchre,not by force z Wathng 
1s not proper for that but for ſecuring}ſu! 
it ſo as. none can meddle with'it butÞof 
it will be known...” 3dly, It was uſedFhe 
for marking things that they might beyna 
known to whom they did belong, and t 
to diſtinguiſh chem. from; other mens zh 
and they did not - only mark things ork 
: Goods,but Perſons, We read in Heatheniv, 
Authors, as Platarch in Nicias , that'$lc 
they.did ſometimes mark their Cap-:$h, 
tives or Servants in the Forchead. And'Þ 
hence. probably the Scripture ſpeaks ſoify 
oft of. Marking and Scaling. the Ser-h 
 Fxek. 9.4. Vants of God ; fo the Beaſt is ſaid to': $ 
* Rev. 7. 3, mark thoſe that did enjoy any. privi-$ 
4+ 9.4 leges under him. Thus when God doth: 
Rev. 13. ſe ou any. for himſelf , as David ex-tþc 
= pretſes it, he ſeals them, or. -marks'$h 
them for his own. And as the Emeihi 
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thiFhcir Coin 3 ſo God impreſſes his own Marth. 22; 
uYmage on. his, Pcople, or. renews them 20. 
ualgfer his own Image. --.....* CoL'F-10. 
hey And if jt be faid , That: they "were 
anffcaled with; the Holy Spirit of  Pro- 
alnilc: after, they. believed ;, as if it weve 
thot - the Imprefſhon- of the. Image of 
1God upon us at our firſt Converfion, 
"neÞut ſome york of the Spirit aftcr- 
1 1 anſwer, Thoſe that make this ſeal- 
VaX$ng to be the contirming or aſſuring our 
ingJ uſtification and Salvation to us, ſup- 
butÞole it is done af our. firſt believing in 
ſedFhe dire& Ah of Faith: So, if they 
_ begnake this ObjeRion, let them Anſwer 
andy themſelves. I add, that this is not 
ns zkn A& finiſhed in a moment, as a Seal 
orgnay be ſet upon Wax z, but a Progreſ- 
vathve Work, and the Impreſſion is made 
hat'Slear and deeper by degrees: We being 
ap-: $hanged into bis image from glory to glory. 
nd: nd laſtly, The Greeks wenn liber- 
 foify in the change of their Tenſes, and 
er here is the ſaine Tenſe uſed here, which 
tos uſed where it is ſaid , be that believes Mark 16. 
vi- all be ſaved. 16. 
ob} I will now add ſomething briefly a- 
7X="Þout the earneſt of the Spirit, which 
[Ks:She Scripture ſpeaks ſometimes of By 


2 Cor. 3. 
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2 Cor. 1. 
. ” a3 : 22. Ch; 
Mn laſt of which places it is evident, 5.5. Pe : 
1," "7 ” | that Eph1.14. 2 


"IE; bt ogy ph I * 
: Mate 25 


' that by the extneſt! of the Spire 4 
means the 'Spirit as'@n carneſt, a5 4 
Rom. 4. ſign ff Circumciſion is Circurnclion 
a Sign. Some take the word OY ay 
is borrowed from the ExfternLangr q 
in a large ſenſe, 'for a «Ped, own IJ 
exyneſt z but in this'caſe it is prc 
rendred earneſt; for there is 2 great aff ”! 
ference betwixt a Pawn, or Plcdp 7 y 
and an Eameſt: The former is ſorne 
thing depoſited or left with another fi 
ſecuring what hath been taken up' © 
borrowed ; and it is ſomething of ang J.tu 
ther kind', and of greater (orat leaf the 
equal)Value with what itis leftin pay bs 
for, But an carneſt is ſomething given 
at the making of a Bargain, for the 1q 
tifying and confirming of it 3 and ith iF' 
of the fame kind with what is after Wh 
wards to be peid, and but a ſmall p 
of it, Now we can have no Pledge o 0 
future Glory, there being nothing « we 
equal yalue to itz but God gives thi 
his Spirit, or as he doth ſometimes ec! wh 
x John 3. Prels it, of bis Spirit 5 of the Gifts an 
24. Chap. Graces of it ; and this is the ng fol g- 
4-13. our Inheritance, Grace differing ng” 
Glory in degree only, not in kind : 
here we know but in part, but then fl n 
" know as__we are known, and as A: 
Knowledg , fo our Love: and Joy ſhall” 
then be g arrnns.” 3 and wage we receiv” h 
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" Mjent, tho it be. but a ſmall part of the 
4 whole ; ſo thoſe Graces of the Spirit 
Joel Which he here works in us, are (in the 
"med Exerciſe thereof) our greateſt Comfort 
fl and Happineſs in this World, and are 
oy Prelibations and; Foretafts of our Fu- 
al Fare Happineſs, go axe pore pe _ 
aff te firſt fruits of the ſpiris ; being a ſmall Rom. s. 
* ay the full Harieht of Glory, which 23. 
ive We ſhall reap hereafter. In ſhort, We 
«ro by the Spirit of God know the things 
it  tbat are freely given to us of Gad + He en- 
fred abling us to diſcern Spiritual _ and 
go make a right Judgment of them z 1 Cor. 2. 
pe off newing us in the ſpirit of our minds, as 12,13, 14, 
> © well as in our infexior Facultiesz fo, Ek p 
that as there is a ſaving work upon the Ps 
ex Whole Soul , which 'we are to make a 
and. Judgment of, there is likewiſe Know- 
mY ledg and. Judgment, or Wiſdom and Spi- - 
ritual Underftanding, to determine con- Phig. 1. 9. 
. -FIccrning our Spiritual Efiate: As thoſe Col+r. 9. 
of full Age by reaſon of wſe , bave their 
"ond/enſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and 
halle? But that communion of the holy gboſt Heb, ;_ 
@vhich the Apoſt'e prays might be with 14. b 
_... 4 Wes ; : all ; I 


”* 2 Cor: 13. all ithe Corimbians, and fo with all Be 
14. ' lievers,” whereby he communicates i 
us-all thoſe good things which Chri 
John 16. hath obtained for us, is known'onlf} 
ys to thoſe humble. and circumſpet Chrif. 
| ſtians' which love God, and give-prod 
* . John14. of'ic by keeping bis Commandments.” ' S! 
33. that as it is the Bleſſing of the Lord 
that makes rich ; yet the band of the "dill 
* gent: the bleſſing of the Lord going along 
with our diligence, So it is by the 
Spirit -of God , that we know thi 
things given to us of God z yet by gi4' 
ving all diligence, we make our Calling 
and EleQion ſure; the Spirit of God 
both exciting us to, and aflifting us i 
the cxerciſe of Grace, and encouragingl 
ſuch diligence by Spiritual Comforrt: 
And as thoſe that dos bis will, ſhall know 
of the dofirine whether it was of Gol, wv 
whether be ſpake of himſelf. So they ſhall 
know the Work which they- find in 
themſelves, whether it be from moral} i 
Principles, fleſhly Wiſdom, reſtraining 
Grace, or from renewing Grace , ul 
ſo of thoſe things that accompany Salva: 


tone | 


— 
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CHAP. V. 


[| HAT I may do ſomething towards 
i the helping of Chriſtians in the 
trial of cheir Spiritual fate , I will firſt 
premiſe ſome general Obſervations. 
.. 1, Some perſons may have much 
advantage of others before their Con- 
ongl verſion, #nd by reaſon of Natural 
th Temper, Fleſhly Wiſdom, Education, 
thi Reſtraining Grace, or other things 
' gig” which keep them from: the Polutions 
ling} of the World , and bring them to a 
Zodj form of Godlineſs, Now it will be 
$ in} harder for ſuch to judge of their Spi- 
zingh ritual ſtate, than for others. Sometimes 
ores} the Nights are light by reaſon of the 
vow} Moon (hining z and it is not fo i 
, of then to diſcern whether it be Day? 
hall} Yea, if the fore-pare of the Nigtit be 
{ inf dark, and the Moon riſe before morn- 
oralſ ing, a man may think it Nay before it 
ing is ſo: and having found his error, he 
| may ( that he may not be deceived 
va again) be backward to believe that it 
Jis Day, when it is really ſo, In like 
4 manner ſome may (as I ſaid) be free 
4 from the more groſs Follies and Vani- 
tics of Youth; others may have been 
JProfane and Wicked in their Younger 
 IYecars ;- but through ſome Affliction, or 


ſome ſpecial Providence of God, or 


men to whom it bappens decording to thy 


happening into ſome Religious Family, | 
or into ſome place where the Word of: 
God is Zealouſly and Faithfully Prea- 
ched , their Conſciences are awakened, 
and they Jeave thoſe fins which former- 
ly they lived in, and there is a great 
change wrought: in them, but not a 
faving: change : this is but as the light 
of the Moon before Day ; hereby, they 
may be deceived into a falſe opinion of. 
their own ſate z and when they come.to 
ſee their own miſtake,may be more back- 
ward tobelieye a real thorough change 
in themfelves when it is wrought, 
There have been thoſe that have dated 
their Converſion after they have not 
only done much, but ſuffered much in 
the ſervice of Chriſt. | x 

2dly, It may ſo happen, that perſons 
may at ſome times ſeem better or worſe 
than they are. We are upbraided by 
ſome for painting Hypocrites, or ſhews- 
ing what they may attain to, ſo as to 
repreſent them better than we can or- 
dinarily find fincere Chriſtians to he. 
Andan the other hand in ſpeaking of theſ hea 
Infirmities of the Saints, we make them maj 
worſe than moſt Hypocrites. But 
the Wiſe-man complains of it as 
vanity upon the Earth,that there be 
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the righteous: -So it is in their Morals; 


| if we read 2 Sam: 11. we ſhould judge 


(looking no further) that David was a 
grievous Apoſtate , conſidering what 


{| profeſlion he had before made, which 


we may eaſily ſee in the 34. and 63, 
Pſalms, and that he had now ſung a- 
way care, that there was no fear of 
God before his eyes : but we ſee after- 
wards by the 51. Pſalm, that the root 
of the matter was in him, and his 
Grace did again flouriſh. We have o- 
ther inſtances in Scripture, as 4/#,Peter. 
2 Chron. 16. Matt. 26. 70, 74. And on 


the other hand, we {ce what account - 


Paxl gives of himſelf, Tho he was 
then in the gall of bitterneſs and the bond 
of- iniquity, and reckoned that he was 
then the chief of ſinners, So that in 


{ judging our ſelves or others, we muſt 


uſe much caution, and have reſpet not 
to our preſent ſrame or practice as it 
may be at ſome times, but to what is 
the ordinary habitual frame of our 
hearts, or courſe of our lives. Gold 


almay ſometimes be ſo ſullicd with ruſt 


and duſt, as it. may look worſe than 
Copper doth ordinarily z and on the 


juſt other hand, Copper may be  burni- 


hed and embelliſhed, that ic may look 


Eccleſ.8. 
I4. 


Plul. 3.5.6: 7 


more bright, and give a greater luſtre 
than molt Gold doth. So that there is” 
required both judgment and attention: 
of ' mind, to diſtinguiſh the one from | 
the other. : 

3dly, We muſt have reſpe&t to na- 
tural temper in-judging our ſelves or 
others. As it is ſaid, A little Sugar will 
ſerve for ſweet Wine; and a little Grace 
makes much more ſhew in ſome than 
in others : it is truc, allare defiled by 
original fin, But whether there be, as 
the Philoſopher ſays, a certain Genius 
(as I may ſpeak) or diſpoſition to vertue, 
or rather db like vertue z ſome 
mens natural temper is quick,and ſoon 
moved ; others are as Doves or Lambs 
in their natural temper 3 but meckneſs 
in theſe Creatures not being from 
choice and judgment, is no vertue in 
them. In judging our ſelves, we muit 
conſider how Grace falls in with Na- 
ture, or how it ſtrives againſt it. A 
gentle gale with the Tide or Stream, 
may make good riddance : but it muſt 
.be a brisk gale to carry a Veſſel againſt 
them. One undertaking to tell what 
mens natural temper was, by his skill ir 
Phyſiognomy, he being asked what he 
thought of a certain -perſon, ſaid, h 
was of a very ill temper, and natura 


diſpolition : thoſe preſent, derided hin 
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is} for being ſo miſtaken in his conjequre, 
on | they looking upon him as a perſon. of 
I ſuch an excellent temper. But he him- 
, I ſelf did vindicate the man, and told 
12- | them he had judged _ z for his na- 
or | tural temper was very bad, but he had 
ill | corrected it by Philoſophy. Now there 
ace | might be more of moral vertue in him, 
an | than in Veſpatian, who for the ſweet- 
by | neſs of his Nature, was called the Dar- 
as | ling of mankind. A little Grace will 
jas | make a great ſhew in ſome Natures, 
ae, {| when a far greater meaſure will make 
me | but a little ſhew in others, where it 
zon | hath no help from Nature. 
abs } 4thly, We muſt confider the circum- 
\e(5] ſtances wherein perſons arez what are 
om | their temptations on one hand, and 
- inf their advantages on the other hand. 
uit} Some enjoy more health than others , 
Na-{ when it is not becauſe they have ronger 
Al bodies, or are of a more hail conſtitu- 
am, tion ; but it is by reaſon of their cir- 
muſt} cumſtances; one can command his 
inſt] buſineſs, and that he goes out only at 
hatf ſeaſonable times,or he is ſo accommoda- 
11 inf ted as to ſecure himſelf againſt the inju- 
t he ry of the weather z they work only fo 
, hej as may be for their health, and need 
uraſ} not tire themſelves, or over-heat them- 
ul ſelves ; they have wholſome Diet, and 
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 fakt ney 0 ave Cordials by them, to relieve 4 
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or fortify Nature when 


ironger ) are forced to be out at all 
and colds , cat and drink what they can 
ayl any thing, have no Cordials or 


So it is with men in reſpeR of their 
Souls 3 ſome have a competent Eftate, 
and are put neither upon the tempta- 
tions of adverſity , nor proſperity : 
while others (through ſtraits in their 
Efiates) are. put upon mean things , 
and ſometimes upon ſinful fhifts. And 
others are 1ich, and in great places; 
and others are hardly able to judge of 
their temptations, how hard it is to 
be high in the World, and- not high-' 
minded; to excrciſe ſobriety and tem- 
perance in plenty and abundance. Some 
have little to do in the World, abroad 
or at home, in trading or in their Fx- 
miliesz have few to deal with, few 
Children or Servants ; others muſt go 
into all companies, converſe with all 
forts of perſons, meet with provoca- 
tions from ſome, temptations from o- 
, thers to comply with theix finful hu- 


it is too hard 
put to it, And by theſe means, 'thoſe- 
who are more weakly, prevent fickneſs; 
whereas others (tho they be naturally. 
Hours, in all weathers, to endure heats 
get, have little wholeſome diets if they Þ 


Remedies at hand to hay themſelves. 
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may have unfaithful Servants, unduti- - ' © 

fal Children, and ſo more trial of their 
Grace, moreexercile for it, and fo may: 

diſcover ſome weakneſs of Grace, tho 
211 4 not the want of it, So ſome may have 
_ advantage of good converſation,may 
live in good Families or Neighbour- 
& | hoods, where they have good examples 
to provoke them to love and to good 
works, and are oft called upon and ad- 


ir 4 Poniſhed if they fail in any thing: they | 
e | may live under a lively Miniſtry, whoſe | 
a. | Sermons may be as nails to faften, as Eccleſ. 12; 
'2 goads to excite or quicken z they may !** 

ir | Þave good books to-read, and time and 


: | Vpportunity to read: them, which is a 

1d | great help to Chriſtians: whereas on 
the other hand, ſome perſons are caſt 
of into prophane places, or Families, or 
company, where they meet with thoſe 
that will be drawing and enticing them 


q to br., ſcoffing at them, threatning, dil- 
< | couraging them; and it may be ſuchas 


4 | they have ſome -depenndance apon: they 
ſeldome hear an awaking Sermon, or 


ws ſound dofirine, ſuch as may breed good 2 Tim. 45] 
0 nouriſhment; ..or ſuch diſcourſe as may 3: , _ 


11 miniſter grace to the bearers ; ſeldom meet Epheſ. 4. 
with a good book, or it may be if they 79 

do, cannot read it. It is true, we muſt | 
hold faſt Chriff's Name.and not deny his ; 
Faith, even where! Satan a, ny boob F 


bis ſeer. But we cannot expe that Grace- 
ſhould thrive much under ſuch Diſcou- 
ragements and Diſadvantages. | 
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CHAP. VI. 


- I Shall proceed yet further , .to.ſhew 
J how. Chriſtians that are ſincere may 
be diſtinguiſhed from others, tho they 
have their ſinful Infirmities. We fome- 
times obſerve Perſons of Good Families | ea 
reduced to ſtraits, and go meanly; but Þ w 
yet, if they come to beg at our Doors, I th 
if we mect them in Company, we ſee Fot 
ſomething in them which bewrays or | w 
diſcoyers what they are, either in their Jyec 
Geſture, Speech, Civility. So thoſe that Fo; 
are born of God, it may be in ſhew or Jte: 
appearance fall far below their Rank, Jha 

Rom. 7. they may have ſinful Infirmities z they Jal) 

x5, &c. may find Evil preſent with them when Jan 

E they would do good ; they may be led Yif 

Captive to the Law of Sin which is in 

their Members 3 they may not do the 

Good which they would , but the Evil Jan 

which they would not z but yet the Þbe 

Spirit luſts againſt the Fleſh, they hate 

the Evil which they doz they would do 

the Good which they do not; they be- 
wail their Bondage to Sin z long toþe Þþ} 
delivered from the Body of Death, and | 
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-F are thankful that they are fo far deli- 


vered from it by Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe 


| things, I confeſs, diſcover our Spiritual 
Þ State chiefly to our ſelves, but it is that 


which I would help Chriſtians in. A- 
gain, you may obſerve a difference be- 
twixt ms that are nice and neat in- 
their Natur&and Temper, and thoſe 
that take care only to make a good. 


{| ihew. The former would not only ap- 


pear neat outwardly, but they arc un- . 
eaſy if they have any thing about them 
which is not neat and cleanly. ' Again, 
tho they may think themſelves more 
obliged to go according to their Rank 
when they are Abroad, or in Company, 
yet you-ſhall never ſurprize them in-any 
ſordid or unhandſome Dreſs, The lat- 
ter care not what they wear, ſo they 
have ſomething that is fine to caſt over 


Jall; Their Natures will bear fordidnefs 


and naſtine(s, if they can hide itz and 
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if they can appear Fine abroad, care 


not what they wear at home. So fin- 


cere Chriſtians take beed to their ſpirits, Matthi: 2: 


and pray daily that God would create in 5: 


hem a clean heart ,. and renew in*them a __ 
$2ht ſpirie. Their ſecret-ſins are a trou- 

IÞle and burden to them. They would Pſalm 194 
{lpecially let their light ſhine ſo before men, 12. 

Þbat ſeeing their good works, they may glo- 


$f #beir father wbich is in-beaven. But Marth:.5, | 


Pal x01. 
2. 
Matth. 23. 


27. 
Luke 17. 
44+ 


-"mitting days they are ordinarily as well 
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Houſes with a 
ry themſelyes. amongſt Servants and 
Children, as remembring that they are 


under the eye of God, and ſhould be | 


Examples of Holineſs to thoſe under 
their own Charge. Whireas others 
are like painted Tombs, and whited Se- 
pulcbres , which within are full of rotten- 
neſs and dead mens boner. So they put 
on theix, beſt Dreſs when they go our, 
that they; ray make a fair ſhew before 
othersz but ſurprize them at home, 
when they do not ſtudy their Carriage, 
and they are quite other manner of 
Perſons, and care not how they appear 
in their own Families before their Ser- 
vants and Children, Again, We may 
obſerve, That ſome Perſons have Ter- 
tian Or PQuartan Agues; on the inter- 


as other Perſons; but we muſt not 
therefore conclude when we ſee them 
well, that they have loſt their Ague, 
or are cured; for when the Fit-day 
comes, they are as bad again as ever; 
_ot he that is cured, __O_ oh 

time,. perhaps on; occaſion (1t he 
_ ſome way negleGed or diſorder'd 


yet they will walk in the midſt of their 
| heart 3 car» 


himſelf:)- have ſome remembrance of 
his Ague (as we ſpeak): in a Fit anc 


—— 3 * 
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Away. So. in. this caſe we. ſometimesy 


her z but this is only an Jntexmilhon, 
T have been kept from Temptati- 


. ons or Occaſions of Sin z but when 


they meet with an Occaſion or Tempra- 
tion,they are thelame Perſons that they 


were, andilo. zoties quaties (as we ſay) 
as oft as they meet with occaſion, they. 


fall again into.Sing theſe are not cured; 
but thoſe that are freed from their Dif- 


*exc, may perhaps at ſome time be over- 


taken with Sin, and we cannot deter- 
mine how oft; but if the general tenor 
of their Lives be as becomes the Goſpel, 
tho they do Sin, they have an Advecate 
with the Father. 


CHAP. VIL 


"Will now ſhew you ſome CharaQers 
whereby you may make ſome Judg- 


ment of your Spiritual State, And @-- 
mong(i many which others lay down, 


I ſhall-infiſt only @n ſome few, which are 
.moſt .caly to be diſcerned in our ſclves. 
I never ſtudy .to ſocak (I will not ſay, 


.al that may be faid, but) all thatI can 


fay on any Subje, remembring that of 


th the ,Orator , 'Didits eft eleftio & modus 3+ 
| for.tho }reckon ,not.my ah | 
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ſee Perſons abſtain from Sin, and carry 
themſelves very well for ſome time to- 


1 John 4 k 
I. ; 


Learned men, yet I would follow them Wi 
at a diſtance, And,. SET 
1. Obſerve what it is that you are ' 
chiefly guided by in the general courſe : 
of your Life. What we chicfly mind, : 
doth influence us in all the paſſages of ' 
our Lives: And theythat are aftertbe fl:ſr, Yi 
: mind the things of #be fleſh; and es/ that 
* Rom. 8.5. are after the ſpirit , th: things of tbe ſpirit. 
q T7 is, thok in a Nas ſlate chiefly | 
| mind, that is, fayour and reliſh , ſer 
their affeQions on, are taken up in the 
, purſuit of carnal things. The ſame 
word is uſed, Marth. 16. 23, Phil. 3. Fi 
John 3.5. 19. Col. 3.2. So thoſe that are born of | 
om. 8.1. the ſpirit , walk after the ſpirit z are led | 
| by the Spirit, Savour, and Reliſh, fet 
their Aﬀe&ions on, ſeek after Spiritual 
things. Now let us examine what it 
is that doth chiefly influence us in the | 
ſeveral turnings of our lives. We con- 
ſider what will ftand with, what will : 
chiefly further that which is our great 
concernment; not what ſhould be fo,but - 
what we really make ſo. In chuſing 
Callings or Imployments, Relations, 
Places of abode, let us conſider what _ 
we look chiefly at, what ſways us moſt . 
therein z whether we chuſe ſuch a Cal- : 
ling, or way of Life , which will moſt - 
advance us in the World, wherein we 
arc moſt - like to get great Eltates, 'to-;; 
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{ as we cannot wait »pon the Lord without 1C 
Þ dftrafiion; or which may caſt us upon 


every one their own , and be 


ſome- to none. But that which we 


ſhould, and ſhall ſeck in the firſt place, - 


JF if our hearts be right within us, the 
Jl kingdom of God and bis righteouſneſs. Not Matth. 6. 

& for worldly advantage, chuſing for our 33: | 
I ſclves, or ours, ſuch Imployments or 


Callings as may take up our time, ſo. 


Temptations to exceſs, man-pleaſing , wy 


or other like Sins, which may deprive 


F us of the benetit of the Ordinances of 
1 God, and force us to live amongſt Ido- 


laters or Heathens. If any ſay, ſome 


1 muſt follow ſuch Callings ; leave them 


to ſuch as mind carthly things, and 


'J govern themſclves thereby. So it is in 
I chuſfing Relations; Let Perſons deal 
I plainly and faichfully with themſclves, 
{| and they may know what it is thac = 
4 makes Matches for them, by their choice - 


OT. 


m Mive at Eaſe, in-Pleafurez or whether 

ia our choice we conſider rather what 

will moſt help us, or leaſt hinder us in 

the way to Heayen; where we are like 

Yto meet with feweſt Temptations. I 
deny not, but we way confider how to 
Yive, fo as we may be in a capacity 
fl give rather than to receive; That we may As 20: ; 
BE walk boneftly towards them that are with- 3 Theſ 

Yet, baving lack of nothing : but may pey ae 


7. 
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' the anc ren dre thy fon 
oſt 24. wards of Joſhna) whom e to ſerv; 
Jo Whether their is their Belly , 'an q 
they chuſe to live at Eaſe, and in Plea» 
ſure z whether they be covetous Ido» 
laters, and look chiefly after great 

atesz whether they do as thoſe that 
Luke 14. chuſe chief rooms at feaſts ; Crowding to 
Te get as high as they can, to get as near 
as may be towards the upper end of the 

World, 1 allow it to be not-only law- 
ful, but prudent, for Perſons (fo far as 

they can, to match witliin their own 
Kank ; But as our Saviour faith in ano»: 

ther caſe, Theſe things ought ye to bave 

Matth.23. done, and not to leave the others zendone, 
23s God in Judgment oft leaves Perſons 
to their own choice , ſo that they that 

will be rich, ſhall be lo; and thoſe that 

, ſeck Glory from men, ſhall have it. 
But where Men or Women ſet: their 

Faces ſtedfaltly to go to Heaven (to al- 

Jude to thoſe don Like 9. 51.) they 

will conſider what help Or encourage 

ment they ſhall meet with in the way 

thither ; Conſidering what the Apoſ 
x Cor. 7. means by marrying only in the Lord; witt 
59. one that is going the ſame way- wit 
us, whoſe Examples, Counſedls Prayers 
we may have the help of, and wit} 
whom we may walk hand jin hand tc 
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the] ,,ece of life. So in chuling Wiices, 
: 7 what is it that you chiefly propound to 
"74 your ſelves? Thoſe that are moſt in- 


what Vails, what Way of improving 
hat what they haves what Work for wear- 
'-* 1 ing and tearing their Cloaths: If Per. 
> 10]. fons chiefly mind their Eaſe and Plea- 
Fry: fure, their enquiry is what Houſe they 
"1 keep, what work they hold their Ser- 
W:] vants to, what liberty they give, what 
7X merry Company there isin the Family, 
or in the Neighbourhood. But thoſe that 
P01 mind heavenly things, will conſider 
9%) what hclp or furtherance they may have 
"G1 therein, whether God be ſerved or 
"a worſhipped in the Family, what Mi- 
ha niſtry or Means of Grace they ſhall live 
nat] under; what Servants or Neighbours 
'} there are, by whoſe Converſation they 
\t) may gain any Spiritual Advantage, or 
be furthered in the way to Heaven, If 
we will commune with our own hearts 
'} about theſe things, and deal plainly 
with our ſelves, we ſhall cafily ſee what 
is the bent and inclination of our minds, 
2, Obſerve how you ſtand affeGed in 
hearing the word ; many may take 


> - delight therein, but there is no certain - 


judgment to be made of perſons there- 
by. There are ſeveral Herbs or Plants 


tent on profit, will inquire what Wages, 
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Creatures of different kinds may delight} 
in,or feed onzthere are ſeveral Sermons, i fe 
yea, ſeveral parts of the ſame Sermon, 


which divers perſons may be taken 
with. The Sheep perhaps feeds only on 
the tender leaf z the Horſe may perhaps 


plant or herb, which ſeveralF 


ng 
th 
O! 
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far 
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eat the ſta)ks with it ; the Swine may 
feed on the root; the Bee on the flower 3 * 
the Bird on the ſeed : ſoin hearing the * 
word, ſome perſons may be pleaſed * 
with flaſhes'of wit, and flights of fan- /! 
cy. 3 ſome with ſtrength of Reaſon,fub- 'F! 
tilty of Argument, depth of Judgmentz * 
ſome with Hiſtories or Antiquities, ſome 
with Satyr or InveRives againſt thoſe *J* 
that they are at variance with : But o- * 
thers deſire rather the ſincere milk, of the 
word, that they may grow thereby ; The * 
plain truths of the Goſpel, which may 
farther them in the way to Heavens 'F 
ſach things as m3y beſt diſcover their ? 
ſpiritual ſtate ro them, that they may "Þ 
not be deceived in a mgtter of fo great Þ 
mornent ; ſuch things as will awaken 1 
him out of his drowſineſs and ſecurity, - 
as will dire& him in the way wherein he 
ſhould go; as will ftrengrben in bim thoſe "Pot. 
tbings which are r:m:ining in him, and ready" 
ro die; ſtrengthen our faith, quicken our F! 
aff:ions to heavenly things, baild. us ! 


up on-our moſt holy faith; Some that 


| 


| 


EFhave: good appetites, may love to have 
{their meat well dreſſed, and ſerved hand- 
A ſomecly in, but they can cat good meat 
A without ſawce, and prefer the meat to 
Tthe ſawce, or a ſubſtantial diſh to new- 
Ffangled diſhes, which. are rather for 
ſhew and pleaſing the pallate, than for 
Jnouriſhment, Some may love to have 
{Ithcir ſpiritual food brought to them, or 
-yconveyed -to them in good and proper 
Language, who yet may more mind 
Althings than words, and the matter ra- 
Ither than the manner of delivery. God 
Jis pleaſed ſometimes ſo far to condeſcend 
Jto mens Temper and Genius, as to con- 
&y the ſaving; truths of the Goſpel to 
AFtheir hearts in ſuch words as are plea- 
Jing and delightful to them 3 as Phy- 
Ficians convey -theix Medicines to the 
Ptomach in ſome vehicle that may be 
Frateful toit:; So 4{xftin was a greatOra- 
For,and one that taughtRhetorick ; and 
Wmbroſe being an eloquent Preacher, he 
ras much delighted with his preaching, 
Sod it pleaſedGod by thoſe words which 
Fe chiefly minded, to infinuate into him 
Shoſe things which before he minded 
ot. He was very much pleaſed with 
Jull/s Works, and (as Pelitias prefer'd 
F:ndar's Odes before David's Plalms, fo 
Se) preferred his Style to that of the 
g ipture , when he firſt began to read 


bo > wo en & of dt 


. 


O@ wo 


f- 
- 
T1 
bo 
Y 


my we 


SS -< 


TEST Lobo * & 


LE Math i 1 


chem , but afterwards he blamed him: 
ſelf for it; and when he read his Hwn 
 renfius, which before he had been pleaſe 
with above the reſt of ' his Works, hg 
diſliked it, becauſe he found not the 
Name of Chriſt there. Mr. Robert Bol 
zon having heard the Fame of Mr. Peri 
kins, going at a Commencement to Cams 
bridge, went to hear him preach, and{ n 
having heard him, he ſaid , he was & d 
paſſing mean Scholar, and a barren ems 
pty fellow : but when God changed high | 
heart, he changed his opinion of Mr; 
Perkins , accounting him as learned and 
godly a Divine as this Church had'fry] 

. many years enjoyed , conſidering his 
age ; for he was born and died in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth: It is ſaid of 
him, That he taught Ergland to preach] 
and a learned Prelate gives this Tefti- 
mony of him, that he excelled in a db 
ſtin&t Judgment, and a rare dexterity 
in clearing the obſcure ſubtilties of theFj 
School, and eaſy explication of the moſt i 
perplexed Diſcourſes, A ſick perſon that 
defires Cure and Health; is not ſo much! 
for a learned and ingenious Phyſician, [li 
that is good company, and one that will 
diſcourſe aptly and pertinently op any; 
Subje& ; but he is for as%ilful and fai yr 

if ful Phyfician that anderftands his dif 
caſc, and will apply proper Reme 


I and fach Phyſick as will rather work ef- 
"Jy fetually, than pleaſe his Tafte, or not 
alcdF make him fick. We value orchuſethings 
» 169 according to the tendency which they 
J have to the end which we aim at, of 
%9 propound to our (elves. So men beap , T;,,; 
Per ap to thewſelves teachers after their own Iufts, ,. ;. 
-aney ſuch as may pleaſe or gratify their cor- 

and] rupt inclinations. As if men be ad- 
as 4 _— to Debauchery or CG 5 _ 

emeJ he that will propheſy of wine and flrong Mic. 2.11. 
| Hh drink, ſhall bethe prophet of ſuch @ perſon , | 
Mry he that will encourage him in his wick- 

and] edneſs. So. on the other hand, If a 
fs] manſeck the Kingdom of God and his 

his] Rightcouſneſsin the firſt place, or above 

Ui all other things, he is for ſuch an one, 
d off and for ſuch preaching as will direct 
cz} and help him in his way thither. ' 
ell] 3. Let us examine whatitis that we 

WF chiefly deſire of God in-our Prayers ; 
riyF this will diſcover much of the bent and 
theF inclination of our hearts, and what ic 
nolt is that we chiefly mind. 1 ſpeak not 
thatf of the Prayers which we utter in the 
1 publick Congregation, or in our Fami- 
N, lies, or before others on any occafion : 
WI In theſe caſes perſons do not always ut- 
anſ} ter their own deſires, but many times 
thy] at beſt ſuch things as may expreſs the 
as deſires of thoſe with whom they pray, 
arche defires which they know intheir 
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hey deal w nſclves as men | 


deal--many times with others, ſetting 


or} their hand to:petitions which they ne- 
wHi ver gave their conſcut to : but what are 


| the petitions which we really own, and 
71 would gladly have anſwered ? Are they 


ke | for Solomon's Leavings,Riches,long Life, 


the lives of; our mies? Are they path. 20. 


4 ſuch as the Sons of Zebedee asked, Ho- a1. 
{ nours and Preferments? or rather” fuch 


ay] as Solomon's petition was, for Wiſdom, 


ary not to govern a Kingdom, butto geta _ 

1 Kingdom ? to make us wiſe to Salvation, * Tim. 3. 
F to rule our own ſpirits? that he would =_—_ _- 
-F life upon us the light of his Counte- 32 © 
rvance; that our bearts maybe foundin bis Pſal 4. 7. 
ih Starxtes ? do we turn precepts as well as Pſal. 119. 


promiſes into Prayers ? deſiring that **- 


tf God would dire& or incline pur hearts Plal. 119. 
{ro what he requires us? Do we pray +5 ® 
th rather for the truit, or a ſanQified uſe Heb. 12. 
of AMiQion, 'than deliverance from it z 1'- 3 
Hf that tho we cannot walk in the light of Plalm 8g. 


infl God's Comntenance, yet we may walk by 15” 


the light of his Word z that though = 119. 
th we may not with Fobn , lie in Chrift's - 


boſom,yet we may with Mary, fit down at Jo.13.23. 


clyY bis feet to bear bis word, fearing the Lord, 


ts and obeying the voice of bis ſervants, tho we Tc 10. | 


walk in darkneſs, and ſee no light , have 39 


thy nothing of comfort. _  _ If 50. 106. 


4. Let us examine our ſelves by ougYli 
company. Here the rule holds, NoſcitapBdi 
ex ſocio, &c, If we know not what Wt 
man is, we. may give a near gueſs by 
his company 3 if a ſtranger come among 
us, 'we may conjecture at his temper! 
tho we never come near him, by the 
company that he chuſcs, and ordinarilyJci 

; aſſociates himſelf with. It is true, it 
' may be our — lot to be caſt 
Pf4.120.5. Mong ſuch whcle ſociety may be a bur 
den to us, 'and we may be neceſlitated! 
-by our worldly occafions to keep com 
". pany with. prophane and wicked p 
x Cor. 5. {ons : But who are they in whoſe com: 
TY _ pany we chiefly delight, or whom w 
chuſe to make our familiar friends 
Pal. 16.3. companions? all David's delight was i 
the Saints, thoſe he accounted the mol 
excellent perſons. He mas a companior if 

| Pfal. 11g, thoſe that feared God, and invited ſuch ti 

63,79. turn to him; they are ſuch that the (in 
cere Chriſtian makes choice of as 
boſome friends, not only as they ailf{pe 

1 Jo.5.1. dear to God ; and ſo loving him that ' l 
begat, be loves bim that is begotten of bi 
and would fhew kindneſs to ſuch for bi 

2 Sam.9. (ahe, as David ſhewed kindneſs 10 Mephi 

"-7- - boſheth fir Jonathan's ſake. Burt lik 
will to like. It is natural in brute CrevÞe n 

. tures 3 and perſons arcin their clemenſoy t/ 
when they are converſing with thowicl 


like themſelves. we may obſerve ordi- 
mdinarily, at any publick meetings where 
t there are ſeveral forts of perſons, who 
we they are that, get together, and how 
offi they ſort or dividethemaſelves. If there 
rIbe Scholars or Learned Men, they will 
the be cogether 53 Husbandmen will affoci- 
ily ciate together ; ſo Merchants or other 
 iJTrades-men :' not only as they can befi 
| + bear a part in ſuch diſcourſe as perſons 
rJof xhcir own way have together, and 
tedJare.thot, as the Apoſtle faith in another 
me caſe, Barbarians to cach other z but they 
zep{r<liſh ſuch diſcourſe as is of things in 
Atheir own clement, as we ſfeak: and 
el which is more, they may get a further 
Hinfght into their own Calling or Buſi- 
eſs, bythe experience of others which 
they communicate to them fo it is 
: {with Chriſtians, when they mect with 
b althoſe that ſpeak of things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God ; It is like one 
fallen into the company of thoſe that 
Mipeak their own Language, or Diſcourſe 
wof matters belonging to their own cal- 
bailing ; we may gain experience by con- 
- biffycriling with ſuch. As the Apoſtle longed 
phitſho be at Rome, that be might not only im ROM: 1 
laiport ſome ſpiritual gift to them , but that 1b 
xe#Þe might be comforted together with them, 
ney their mutxal faith. Chriſtians may be 
holifhclpful co others thatare far above them 


in gifts and” khowledge; as Frnine fail 
of himſelf in his ole . TR w1 
a means of increaſing the knowledge 
an honeſt Countryman that he accider 
tally met- with, yet the Countryma 
was a means of inflaming his Zeal 
he ſpeaking with ſuch feeling and ſuc 
a ſavoury reliſh of the matters of Re! 
ligion, as made him think there wa 
ſomething yet further in Chriſtianity 
than he had attained to ; ſo that Chril 
ſtians ſharpen each other by their-mutua 
converſe,as Tron ns Iron David would 
nag *-7* tell  reaghrwig ol yt done for his Soul 
Plalm 66. and the humble, (thoſe that were brought 
16. low by afflition, and not too proud tq 
' Pal. 34.2. learn) ſhould hear thereof, and be glad, 
that there had been others in'like con 
dicion with themſelves, and yet ha 
found mercy and help; yea, they ſhould 
_ ſay, This poor man cryed,and the Lord beat 
bim, and ſaved bim out of all bis trouble 
They ſhould not conſider him as a King, 
aSa Prophet, as a man after God's own 
heart, for the eminency of Grace z but 
as a poor man ſeeking ſhelter among 
ſtrangers, and (which 1s _ uling 
ſuch poor mean ſhifts as he did z deb# 
ſing bimſelf fo far below that Courage 
and Faith which he had at other times; 
for this Pſalm was compoſed upon bill 
changing bis behaviour before Abimeledi 
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arjes; bis Taman y Frags 
A " Thete aterthei few.things amongft 
many, a wantin ror pegs haveChri- | 
ians tocxamine-thimſclves; that they 
may be the beater. able«co:mak& wjegs 0: CT | 
ment concerning; \theie'Spicitual States —« > | 
| and 40 take the comfart! of their Chri: mat Bac, 
ſtian Privileges, eſpecislly: jn7timict:of 
trouble, and-when: ve: ore To- 
wards our my endi9: wo vil 
ba wF1 :m3 bo \(I&uUA 

DOT Ye wi 
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_ isyet a great help again From 

ble, .ag,we theredy-bave the con 
lf tort and benefit of the/Prochiſes of God; 
le which are ſo exceeding greet. prove. 2 Pe. 
ing -- I» bt is 8.gireae thing 
any lige. himſelf cos: by promiſe ; as rn 
pur] faich:;, 'Confel.7 iL.y. 6 Ys Thou are 


3 
_ 7 


[ jd others land: to Our; courtely for the b 5. 
| yy hich. we intendcte) give From 3" but. 


Ex Mgr rited)) bf his ikflocher; urge: wpoit 
4 hin his-own _— OY or pledd 
E _ 119. ay Dud,! Rewerlers _ word to one 
3 140m; $11: which. * canſed-me #0 J 
Y tho 5-10 For we:make hiot'alyar'if we' do hot. 
3 _Tuſt-is promile;>59)> 3.27769 138th 
..c2..Elhepfomiſes:of God Hor cel 
ing great and precibds in'teipe&þ 
watter of them: he havi roles 
{© many and To great things which w 
ſhould not Haye had thekbnfidence w 
ask or think, if he had not encouraged 
us by{ ſuch proghiſes:»" AnGrs there ue 
ia-Pbytick ſome: Carbotickwetncdits, and 
{ameparticular Medicinestor particular 
HE RE Rare mJy 
puchcafive Hhat great geo pro» 
mile bin "wy ED whom 
life that noay is, nd perry ogy _ 
eomeare.fammet.up,That God xwilt be 
3 Che. our God, or that he-wilt:be x: Gad:te 
7: Lo: thae *which occuts 
| | Heb.8.10, oft in e , that God: will: 
F with us: which:is not3o' be.with usWl 
[-- Jer 23-24- he:is i» oN ; Onifo 'as to be- an wlll fine 
LL -; conccrned of what befalls u 
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pie wh wet 
ſt,as'we Iſceb 
3.with Gen, 32\'9; t bony 2rc 
[Pe mes s whore f feveral thivgs : 
| gy, 4 as ma ingreflicnts in» : 
4 -to'otie Cordiit: ſuc NS PC. 84.11. 7 
br echoetornk oi Shield that be will 
org m—_— OE ene: 
p from ſuch as tp I pro- + 

- tif Large tab vr tet ood thin 
the life that now is, and Folie 6 th 
Fab F is cocone. And Fknow ti6t butt the Aj þ 
ed] tle may have'particulat reſpe@t to'thiks 1Tim.4.8 } 
che proamie, there being a gone of things j 
ſed Femporat "Sphicuat ernal.; of Com- £ 
wel forr ,Direcion,ProteQtion, Proviſion: But -: 1,551 
to. there are' obryr—et promiſes ſuited to 
# 
and 
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| the ſeverat "conditions of Chiiſtians, : 
ﬆ* | which zre' by fome reduced to ſeveral ws 
heads; and by others ſurrmed together 
if the order wherein they ſtandinScrip- 
re. ' So that whatever circumſtances 
con in, we may tind promiſes faited 
| thereto.” And: as: they” are exceeding 
; great nd 'preciohs in refpect of the ful- 
tb& nf, and greft variety of them z ſo they ©, 
$-eo} 2re precious in reſpedt of the trth ad 
s i} cerrainy Of them. This is it that makes =» 
«be other promiſes 'from” men of fo lietle 
2] value}, that every man'is a lyar. David PR 116, 
4 indeed ſpakethat raſtly, and ic may be 11. 
.the cir might, have relpe@ roche | pro. +'.7 


Tt 1. 2» 


I which were, made. to. þ fre 

God. by Sexe] or Nathon, as. und 

temptation Mo he ma = | 

F þ ons periſ by the of Saxl, 'and.t 

x tg Bagh ry Bly ary Bur-he dic 
.- 5 more bag cliberately *, men 1 fo, vy 
© ore vanity, and men 
decciving; others. eit mai het 

* 'Pfal. 62.9. nels or wickedneſs; png not being 

able to make good what they have = 

adviſed] promiſed, ox willingly flat- 

tering : Boa into vain Ie 0 of 

what they. never pnrqgpnc to. do for 

them. But theſe are. pr of God 

that cannot. lye. As he 1s fd Fu bath 
to performs 


ata . 


' Heb. 11. promiſed, ſo he is able 

F x0, and tho we are ready to fay Gmc 

.Rom: 4-2. doth his promije fail for evermore ? We 

| Pal.77-8. doeither through ignorance miſtake the 

meaning of them, as'the Jews of Old 

and many fill are ready to expound 

many promiſes too. rigidly according tg. 

the letter; or we are ready to under-: 

ſtand thoſe things , abſolutely , which 

are to be underſtood with thac limita-. 

Pal. 34. tion fo far as they are For. our, good, 

10 be 11. which we. arc not_ always competent 
' 12 © ” yadges ofy or we are too quick 

i impatient of delays: the. viſion is for 

 Hab.2. 4 29 appointed [time z, and. the thing 

I which God bath pron hd be falſ led 
% Tak. one #bety ſeaſon "EN 
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1 T nds few you how: 'by Falth 
we have: the comfort and beacki of 
theſe: protniſes, + 

"4; By Faith: we have an "intereſ in 
the R—__ We read of the covenants ] 
if promiſe, whereby we ray cither un- Eph. 2.1% : 
detftand the promiſes of the Covenant, | 
there"being the like Hypallape oft found | 
in Scripture 4, as by the Law of righte- Rom9--: | 
onſarſr, is meant the ighreruſuſs of the 31. + 
of | Law. Andihe Nations of thoſe that ſhall * 
for } 5+ ſaved, are #boſe that ſhall be ſaved of the , | 
20d Nations, And. it may be called | the F*Y* 2" 
ath } Covenants; becauſe tho it be one. in oo 
ms the ſubſlance” of it; yet it is diverſe iv 
es, | nelpedof its adminiſtration”; on which 
We} account itris called both-Old and New: xx.y 8.31. ; 
the | Or it is called the Covenants of pro- 1 
Id _ as being founded on, and confift- 
nd in es. / In Scripture. we find 
ws. bet ag frequently called Covenants, -4J 
er- Covenants conſiſting of mutual pro- _ ve 2 
ich | miſcs or engagements: and where the |, 
tar. promiſe on one fide only is exprelled, <k 10.3; 
0d, the cngagement on the other fide is Neh 9.38. 4 
ent} ordinarily implied. Now there is no 4 
caſe wherein the words Promiſe and 
Covenant may with more reaſon be 
uſed orendlucatly than in this caſe in 4 
hand, and'fo they are uſed by the Apo- Gal. 3. r7.. | 
4 ſtlos oe tho' this Covenant be notan 22. F 

i. abſoluce promiſe , _ the being ſome- . 4 
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likewiſe by us for 
benefit- of :it 2:-yEt - 


1 2 Sat 23 things and: fore. I faſpendet an 


- 5. £ © 1 any uncertain-condition;-- 

F our fluckuating will 5, but: what-igireb 
| quired on out'part" is likewiſe: promyiſcd 
J STRIA to be wrought in us.” So that as there 
3 Fas 37. are promiſes to' conditionsy. which I may 


. underſtand - what is: ordinagily or: 
'- © " perly meant | by a condition'; {a-thete 
' * "are promiſes of boſe conditions: : -Now 


2+ 8. ſpeak without the offetice; ob. choſe that 


this promiſe or Covenant by faith of Fe. 


| Gil 3, az; fas Chriſt, given. #0: thewe #bct- believe x 


Faith incieling us to' the grand —_ 


whereof all the reſt ate bxtanches :; on 
theſe being yes and: awen ag 5 

+ 2 Cor. 1. true in ACbrift who ' as. 

[. 20. of the Covenant, died: for - the you 
Dan. 9.27. matjon of :it» For the'fuxther clearing! 
| of this matter , we maſt know, that: 


- many: of the promiſes in Scripture were 
. .made to particular - perſons, and on: 


ſome ſpecial occaſion : yet. we rmuſi not 


look upon, ſuch things as the.caſes of; 


thoſe perſons only (as ſome call them), 
that do not concern others * for what; 


is put into. the Canon of Scripture, is: 


$ there left on Record for our nd on 
Rom. 15. and Comfart. So that we hy 
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$0: the Hebremroitbo Iniiancthes calc 
_ wave —_— organ 
{ 8 lame; ove: i9: is Pcaple; and: :b5 
with chem,as'L Gidihafpre, te.deal well 
with theny,; and 4010: for chomiae: the 
aattes -requizes/And the wetanndt er 
peR, thas>God: (hauls deal with aas-it- 
every: xelpeR Aacrortiing_ te his: promile 
made-t0.pthers; yet we may:tka.cn- 
couragetnent frogr thence tO/Rhopegthat: 

eager ver ers gre 
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that God ſhould enable them to work ; 
Migzacles, becauſe, of what ht promiſed | 
to the Apoſileswhen-he ſent them forth; Mark; 16: 
03,that be:ſbould: ſecure therdiftom che 17- : 
aflqules- of: wicked! men, - becauſe of | 
what he. promiſed :to-.Powl'at:Corimb. ARS 18+ | 
But. we may- therice-conclude, that his '** ; 
us 3 endo ? 
3&6 ITO. DN. 
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F _—_ -nvi065 Fins wherebt hack atiy'per- 
E-2t 4m ſos! eo 1ſave] he: wil find» ES 
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A th-Poor and” y 
thoſe that ſuffer rk .hteonliiels bices 
| and\we may not 'be comerned in pro- 
. miſty made to fach. Now itis:in this 

(cale/ as in thoſe rommands* that are 
"given t6-!ſeversl xelations.: Tho ſuch 
eomrrands-concern its :not #:preſent, as 
ithey cannot alt reach'to all-3 yet 'as any 
cone imoſactytelations, they come un- 
der the: obligation of fach -&ommands, 
S-85 atiy'come into-ſuch citcamftances, 
they'come: ander the-influence of ſuch 
promiſes'us are made: ro'perſons' in 
them: '- We read, it may be, Books of 
Phyſick; or Surgery; and there meet 
with receipts or. \remedies which we 
have no need of: let 'us make uſe: of 
thoſe 'which we have 'need of, and 
| thank :God- that we are free from ſo. 
© Many” Diſeaſes, as we perceive by ſuch 
Books poor mortals -are ſubjeQs. to : 
and thaC there are ſuch remedies in rea- 
dineſs,' in caſe we ſhould need them. 
So when wotees fac qarigty. of: pro- 
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miſes in Scripture, let us bleſ: God that - 
we are exempted from ſo many trou- 
bles as are there provided againſt ; that. 
there are ſuch promiſes laid in for ſuch 
as do want them, and that they are 
there in readine(s for us, if we ſhovld 
be reduced to fuch a condition. Some 
promiſes are made to perſons under 
ſome particular charaGer or qualification, 

' as to the meek, the humble, to thoſe 
that fear- Gbd, or.love him z to thoſe. 
that: truk in-him, to -the upright in 
heart, or of an upright converiation. 
But all theſe are ſeveral Characters of - 
the Game perſons: grace being as leven 
that levens the whole lamp ; tho ſome , 
grace miay "appear more eminently in 2 
one-than in another, and ſome more 
eminently than another in the ſame per-- 
ſon, as they meet or fall.in with their - 
natural temper or. inclination» Fos 
when.theſe meet,they are as Wind and 
Tide meeting together 3; or they are de- 
ſcribed by thoſe graces which conſider- - 
ing. their circumſtances or temptations 
they have moſt occaſion for the exerciſe . 
of : and therefore they may appear moſt 
eminently-in them: and ſo ſuch promiſes 
may-.be made to ſuch perſons as are moſt: 
ſuitable to them, or proper for them in 
the circumſtances wherinat preſent they 
ares and-as.I faid in the former cale;are 
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Ih readineſs for us when our condition - 
requires them.. How we have the com» * 
fort of the Promiſes by Faith, we may. 
ſee partly by what I have already faid:: 


by. it is expreſſed in Scripture, relying. 
| C —_—_ or cofing on God, the Soul is WY 
> Eaſe. But as I there ſhewed you, it is 
"BC. 37. 5. not the habit of Faith, but the aQuat 
; _ exerciſe of it, that expels fear and trou- 
ble, as light doth darkneſs. Burt it will 
appear further by what I have yet to 
add ; and that is, that by Faith we 
do as the Apoſtle faith, obtain the pro- 
miſes 3 that is, the things promiſed z- 
faith gives glory to God, in ſealing to his. 
truth-or veracity z therefore God ho- 
nours Faith in-dealing with men accor- 
ding thereto. And in many other places, | 
we ſee faith ſaved them from temporal 
} Evils. The ſame we find in the caſe 
| 2 Chron. of 4{,; ſo God was intreated of the 
1 G, 7, 8, 9+ Robenites and Gadites, when they cried: 
+ 3Chron-5. eg him becauſe they truſted in him ; fo- 
he ſaved Ehedmelech from the men that 
he was afraid of,becauſe be truſted in bim, 
according to 'that remarkable promilſe- 
made to the righteous, that the Lord 
Pf. 37. 40: ſhall belp them and deliver them; deliver: 
them from the wicked, and ſave them, be- 
cauſe they. truſt.-in him z whereas on the - 
* _ contrary, the-noble man that would nor: 


F Heb. 11. 
"33: 


' Rom. 4 
| 20. 
| Fo. 3. 33s 


| Matt. 9.2, 
| 22. 29, 


20. 
þ Jer.39.37, 
18; 


and it is implicd in that word where- | 
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maria, did PL, of. it, 
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a good man, was. dumb for a time,. be- 19: 


OO BTETSRTETS 


doo 


- in the grace that js im Chriſt Jeſus: and;we 10. 


.that keeps us, and we are. ftre: thued - Perer n, | 
thereby, or. according thereto z. a 
cnly morally by his word, as men. may 


Jeſus Chrift 3 whic 
| trom him tothe ſeveral Members of 
ond : Myſtical body... as the  Fpirs are. 


TI ROCE SO Bent, 


Iſraelites  entxed ; not into fl wad 26. " 


nd, becauſe of their wi 7 


cauſe be believed not the wordg-of God which | 
were to be fulfilled in their ſeaſon. . Thexe pony 208 
is a ſeaſon for many. things, to be. ful 

filled which -we muſt wait for : anbelief 

makes Grd a; lyar z | therefore he: will 1 Jo: 5. 
ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt it. But it 

is ſo likewiſe in Spiritual bleſſings 3 we | 
read of great things aſcribed to Faith; I 
as purifying the heart z overcoming the As 19.9. 
World, quenching all the fiery dazts of ; j,,'45,. 
the wicked, Now. it doth not all theſe Eph. 6. Se F 
things in a moral way, as Moſes over- 3 
came by-looking' to the recompenee of the 0 E 
reward : but we are thereby ffrong in the ,, : 
Lord, and in the power of bis might ; Ot Ephef. 6:. | 


the power of God through Faith 2 Tim 2. ; 
It is the Divine. Power * | 


ore k pt by 


to Salvation. 
not Col: 1. : 17! 


ſtreagthen each others bur it is Faith Job 43; 44 
that takes in this aid or affiſtance of - "x4 . 
Grace, or the ſap pplier of the- Spirit of " 

are communicated pj;1. ;. "99 


__ from. -.- 


from-the Head in the Natural Body ſc 
from him, in' the daily Exercife of 

Faith; he teaving thoſe nſualy to thean- ? 
ſelves that truſt to their own ſirength;. 

a3 Youth and Young men are. ready to 

* doz- when thoſe that wait on the Lord, 
and look to him for fupplics of Grace, 
ſhall furmount all difficulties, and per- 
fevere in well-doing without wearineſs - 
or fainting. He will ſtrengthen tbe beart of 'Þ on 
thoſe that wait on bim, and give Grace to 

* fach humble Souls, as diſtrufting them- Jl i 
ſclves, rely upon him for irength and 
atſtance. . | 
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po is yet one way more whereby 

Faith becomes ſuch an effeQual 
Remedy agrainſt Touble, and: that is, 
as we thereby have a view or proſpc ? 
of the other World, or of the Future 
ſtate, We thereby look to the things that | 
are not ſeen, which: are eternal. And if any 
ſhall. fay, the word there uſed , doth 
not imply that he ſaw them, or had a 
view of them , but only that he made- 
them his ſcope or aim: I anſwer, The : 

word ſometimes ſignitics to mark or 
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obſerye, as well as to conſider or ha "Mi 
: ©, as well as er or haveg 16. } 


v , Freſped to; And we do in a ſort fee the ,,. 3 
uc-F things which,we aim at: Moſes is faid Phil.2.17. 
of Fro endure, as. ſeeing bim that is viſible z Heb. 11. 

n- 'F which implies not the manner of his ?7- 

hz Y enduring, but the ground of it z, -not 


J 25 if he had ſeen him that is inviſible, 
d, Þ but becauſe he ſaw him that is invi- 
©, © ſible, or like one that ſaw the inviſible 
x- | God, So as the glory of the only begotten John 3. 
ifs © Son of God, is a\glory becoming ſuch an 14- 
of 'Þ one. And if it be ſaid, there is a Con- 
©} tradition in the terms, to ſee him that 
n- JF is Inviſible ; 1 anſwer, It is an Elegan- 
dd Þf cy uſed frequently in Scriptures, where 

J a word in the ſame place is taken in 
__ I different ſenſes, as to believe in bope, a- 

gainft bope. And be that livab in plea- -—_p ” 
" | fore, is dead while ſhe lives. She lives , Tj, 5. 
Naturally, but is dead Spiritually, So g. 

y | God is inviſible to ous bodily Eyes, but - 
al F we ſee bim by faith , which is the evidence 
s, Þ of things not ſeen. . And if ic be further Feb-11-5- 
& JF objected, that Faith and Sight are op- 
e | poſed in Scripture; as,We walk by faith, 
a 7} and not by fight. And in whom, tho now 2 Cor. 5. 


y ff ye ſee bim not, yet believing , ye rejoice 7- 
bY with joy unſpeckoble, and full of glory. For 1 Pot.1. & | 
a Þ this latter place,diſtinguiſh of ſceing as | 


before, and the ſenſe 15 plainz and for | 
A the former place, Faith is there oppo- 4 
led, cither to the Viſion. of God which 4 


we ſhall have in the Future ſtate, 0 
to preſent ſenſe 3 implying that we 
| ſhould govern our liyes not by Senſe} 
or what we ſee, but 5 what we be 
live, 'ot hereafter hope for. And the 
Apoſtle' when he would ſet forth. the" 
vittue of Faith, and of what excellent” 
uſe it is to ſupport Chriſtians under | 
Trials and Sufferingsz he grounds i | 
'upon this, that it is the ſabſtance of 
Heh,11.1, things hoped for , and the evidence of 
' things not ſeen. It gives as it werea real! 
and preſent ſubſiſtence to things that! 
are yet but future, and ſo hoped for; 
and giveth us as full ſatisfaQion cor: 
cerning thofe things which we do not. 
ſee, as if we {aw them clearly before our! 
eyes. And theſe two things make that: 
which is future to affet us more, and? 
work 'more effeCtually upon us. We? 
ſay indeed among men, that ſeeing. is} 
believing. And they have Proveibial? 
Speeches in other Nations, like this of 
our own; There is (Oo much deceit and? 
falſhood to be found among men, that | 
-perſons will hardly believe till” they 
ſee, or have ſufficient ground for. it; ? 
and ſo will not venture much on un- ? 
certain hopes, But when we have-to 
do with God that cannot lie, bclieving ? 
is ſeeing; that 1s, whica we have his: 
Word .to: grognd our Faith vpon, wes 
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"ITY are as ſure as if we ſaw with qur eyes, 


or asif things, vere proved to us by 
by ſuch (clear evidence as nothing: can * 


4 be objected againſt. But tho we look 
J upon things as certain, they do. not 
1 much affect us, if we look upon them 


as at @ great diſtance of time : there- 
fore wicked men relieve themſelves 


j againſt the fear of future Evils, by look? 
J ing upon. them as at a great. difjance ; Ezek. 12. 
, or putting far away the evil day. We axe 37 


likewiſe encouraged to patience by the > 
near- approach of the recampence of 
reward 3 becauſe be that la come, will 
come, and will not tarry : The coming 
Lord draws nigh : The judge ftands before 37- 


% 


the door. And our Saviour bids his James 5. 


Diſciples lift wp their: beads when their % 9: 


redemption draws nigh. If perſons were Luke 27. 


going to ſore places, and tired with 25: 
the tediouſneſs of their Journey, and 


pI diſcouraged with. the Ditfculties and 


Dangers that they meet with in their 
way, queſtioning whether they ſhould 


- find the way to it, or hold out till they 


come at it ; ſhould come to the top of 
an Hill, and before they are aware, ſce 
the place that they axe going to, a little 
before them , -what Courage: and Life 
would: it preſently, put into them ?- As 


oY. Columbus that fuk diſcoyered the Fife 2 


ths 


of the Heb. 10. 


"3 vc 4 
F ve 1 


Indies, "wha his men were tes 
Mutiny, having been wearied wich 1 
. Voyage of Sixty days 'over the Oc 
he perceiving the Clouds to look-clear- 
er, concladed that they 'were not far! 
from Land; and fo promifed them to) 
return, if they did not within three days” 


diſcover Land, which they did before. 


the end of the third day.So if we could 
get a ſight of the other World, as Moſes 


Gid of the Land of Cannan, on the top of | 
Pie 3 What Vigour and Life would it B 


tous, when we are ready to faint: 
and be diſcouraged ? ' Now- Faith ( ac- 
cording to the Deſcription given of it) 
ſerves us as a Teleſcope or Perſpetive} 
Glaſs, diſcovering to us the things 
which we ſee not, and making things! 
feem near which are afar off. We there-? 
by have as full certainty of the things ofz 
the other World, as if - they were evis} 
_ denily ſer forth before your eyes, to uſe the 
| Apoltles words. Yea, the things « 
eternity are hereby brought near to us! 
and ſeem to us asat hand; and thereby. 


our Aﬀedctions are much abated to they | 


things of this World: The time being= 
fhort, and the faſhion of *this World E 
pailing away , .we- may rejoice in the? 


. good things ot it; as-if-we rejoiced nc 4 | 


2nd mourn for the cyil things of it, as; 
W. -we ' wept- not 3 | moderate! both Ux; 
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rf - And.that:we may; the-better wodepa 
toJ fapd/bow Faich biings things n@ra te 
11 LS ata Jeſs. difidngcy 
let; us. conGider;: that God: beiirg Eter- 
nal; and ſceing all things. ——_ 
{| view i-one. day fs with-him: as a thowh 
f | fand years, and a: thouſand years 39:0na 
ity days and. tha-we -are ipdecd;ifinite 
F Creatujes, and! meaſure Tifit: bp Sur 
ceſlionz. yet taking a view of Eterniey; 
and looking to the things that are Eger- 
J nal, the;chings. of this World: are ao- 
J thing comparcd herewith, and the time 

of this Life but az a moment :in:compe- | 

e-J riſon” wich, thedays of /Eceinity-i2We 
14 may oblervei; That Old niercthathave 
i+;4 lived long in the World; makeinathing 
6 of. Seven: years., yea, reckoniT wenty 
af years but a ſhort-time 3 when: Younger 
JF perſons look: upon it as:a!Jong time. 
A Thoſe that arc of narzow 5;'-ad 
1e 7 conſider po more. than -what they have 
gf ſeen, and have never gone far from 
'J home; look upon Twenty or Thirty 
{2 miles as a long way. But thoſe that 
&Y. have trayclled to the Jndies, or Thou- 
4 ſands of -miles from home., reckon 
= Twcnty.or Thirty: Miles as nothing'z 


the World > wo fraall ca 
gtarr Fraveliev would think 4 | 
good ins at horte;rifhewoirenetehia dy 
Miles oþt./ 186 tho WER 
Q up*;pv'Ozaſs wo te Th 
—— 2 yerthe' Deſavigtiors-whicl? We 
haveof itn izhe Sctiprires ,; 
chy-thiga>of this World: qaire bel! 
eur? Coridetations >:/Thoſe ape 
ob iothey 'Counittias';-gi 
us:ad Account ordinarily of the: Seite 
tion of the Place; rhe Compals or 4 
tent of i6;::ithe Nature:df the Soil 
Commodities chat & affords, th 
fulncſs.vEahe Air,: the Seckus « or Tems 


berbur imagicary Ut oÞis/s,07 recs Fa 
cieg3::Ard:others 5s we#: cottve' &e 
them, fall far ſhort -of;the Deſcript 
NENT them; ati: deceive 
s; - But as we havet 
Faich a full :Afurance of fature-Glor 
the: Scripture being no — 
. viſed Fable 5 40 we ac _affured-ir-wil 
nor deceive our Hopes, - or fall ſhorr of 
thsi Account. which we have of it 


thpSfopiturrs.: As; Latber would fe 
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of Mankicrs: in tis Fathers houſes, ow 
oy te xe@oive; het only: the ainnypmerabla 
Wh wg 
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eo ty of all:chings; the Aiz.as 
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x 3-3 ee not e's uxivy ns for forth: 
i pertievagl the-greatacs.of inis:giony' 
FN 't being: Ro beth yet ſeen, -ndr 
= ve andy beth exered inthe beart off 


d. that-which.God-þath pre, * Cn: > 


- adorefren At phony tha & 


n of Life; and for hit 
by ns. ond "offliflions* did abide 
eres ny an 'wehave ap: 
ticuldr Accoui of | his Sufferings;i 2 Con 
11.23, &e/Bur'when he'comes40 fpe 
of theſe thitigs comparatively; been 
heetithges his Rile in aneof the} 


gr of 7 fray of Rhecorick that is to be fo 


were o grievous, .and did often: 

| thery,/ as the'clouds: rerari-nl ſte 
the rain, wee 'buelighe, fry | 
4, ment, compared: with thas far more Cee 
"inp and een" wiight of glory, © which 
they wrought-for them4 obſerve how 
he raiſes his ſtrain, he begins high; 


how many: notes doth he' riſe? lory | 


a weight of glory, an exceeding w 

of glory, a more exceeding lake 

glory, a far more exceeding weight o 
glory; yea, once more, a far Ore EC 


nm _ 258 5 6.9:=:» 507 


ever- 


hath 


oF hard }:7 our under a ſevere maſter 3 a 
ies er ny th pen ea 


7; Ew? 2 view of th 
En. riot Jeers, which' 468 
Y 18 fore of them," bt 
; TR Mir we were with, 
3 Cor. 12. aig or toffee the ghotyt 
+1 x Padres, -vr bs c tad" forme” 
7 pb Ns Whole tit theTake thy 
duties with fite and mnrgaie bn ever 
bee ae theProphet' had a plyce opens 
ronph the rzall” $6 ſer the Abe 
.; ibis that Fete done by the houfe 6 
ay gg" : Ibgel: "Now white we do by Fajrh Took & 
15 Hof things: *and While we ſee 
time- of this fe Biit: ar did Dandbr 
Plate 39: yo Priraity 3 Om reckon the ſufft 


E - this prefent 70 be e0 
L- 18, * Een te gi ht Pu he re led' h 
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& | e60b ſhinbdito hnkehnlighinſ, rhe geig Morte 
I ofthe aivkidy: oe bout ter 26 Eobel. 6. 
{> | us/35) a :Panip throagh «he 2*: 

ay || ofarcoff; © to: Exeiinityyo but 

| nwilbbringithe- things of: the'w 

EE net De rigs 

i" las at hand 3 "or: tho" ney” 

: call ritdrer, cyct. that diſtance of wime 

«1 which they arg/at! rom:us; will fcomas 

Ne ing;] when wocompero itxvithahat 

"OY Dtgtpiop vehichis beyoo& time, where 

8 wermiutt be-fod exe bappy ornbiſerable, 

2:1) actording to; what we-proponnd to our 

F# ſelves a4 our xbicf cad; + fd Linu? 

£4 : Abd let us-butconfider: what iv' the 

A] principle that_all-the-workb is aQed'by, 

224 what is the ſpring:that moves the'ſeve> | 
4] ral! wheels: that/are 1 moving: ſomeone 

rl way: and ſome another op what is it | 

Mf thar{as ic is aid concerning Noah) doth 
ook crning theiv: work; 


+3 PTY W- IT. 3 FE SL, £ 7 ja ws *% 436 TY : 40 _o bo Weld. 


© 4 


ns let ns. this Peripedive look: 


x Cor. 9. 
T5 ,26. 


1 Pet. 5.4: apa of: Glory that fades not: 


rnne.che i ft fu At 
' being. taken 1 by:Pyrate fo £4 


Slaver o Andie! to 
| je hunerds:fos Uh _—_ 
of Religion, rerhdch. which: ace} -« Ido w\ « « Ml 


—_—_ he compece of Re 
ward :w p 
all Cr dolin doch -butito's| he 
opus rugtooines if we'd »nol 
-patient 'continuance-lin: 'well-d 
wait. For - Honour:.and /Glory : odd 
moztality,: there being no middle pla 
tween Heavenand Hell: 1 - 23444 | 
-1"And let us:buc confiderthe di 
beewine our calc and the caſe of 
that:ctiduro fuck hardſhips, wala af 
;: for -ther'things; :ob:41] . | 
world. The Apoſtle ſets it forth i 
things;: derrowing a fimilituds: ſod 
age henna. amongft them. ond 


ded: ftrive for--4: le crowii, a Gard 
land of Flowers or Lawret : the otlia 
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one did run uncertaialy; the othe 
with more aſſurance of ſucceſs; Sohb 
there is no. .comparifon -betwixt wh 
we:{hall receive:through:Faith and Pax 
tience, and. what.men receive: ache. 
ward: of their. labowrs and \\fuffering 
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| (odd! begins brite 
gh thelApotile would ? predates thiilfins to 

N- lic Gehticy 6 F:wobld nom, ro, 
al byis Hihbey; provoke Chiittians 20 lodk 14. | 


7} bp Faict! co the'things which urs nod 


feerg« whictu ure ertrnali” Semcarin! che 
&_ bog ofthis Prefare- eo hiv Nat 
ulif Que { ſhews Thar as hee 
i | ieratne berroec Pholadophy anos 


A i < ther Arts, {o there is a difference be? 


nt * twixt that part of Philoſophy which 
on © Teſpets men, and that which reſpeds. 
ar © God. Thislatter (Waſakb) igmore high. 


half © and ſprightly, and ſuppoſes ſomethin 


I © greater and mote beaucifal yohich 
TD ture' hath placed outs of :fight' 5 


xerdl « wnleſs: he might he admicted eo:hole 


hath ©-rhings,; heſhobſidinoc! think it wotli 


Pall the Site tobe born, or: to:thke ſuch » 


xo] «: \painsyand: adds; O/how contemmpribls 
ingiF< a 'thing is S_ if: pointer 


. 
&f 
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RUTH * vo!!] BUS « 
| Aving,i treated! $but | 
\Faith, andthe hovfit and 

\forrievhing for en<im 
ging: peril þ vm a. 2 
mtheram- Andwherees {peak 

/ of. the :Souls proparationrfor Chriſt, 
6, wall endeavour xocſhew-you briefly: 406 | 


Men, and finds fayour with them. But 
we can bring' neither price nor preſent 


to Chriſt, nor come to him as a Bride Ifaiah Gr. ; 


adorned with Jewels , that we may bein (©; q 
' his eyes as one that finds favour : we ,,, J 
muſt .rather come to Chriſt that we may 4 
_ buy of him Gold tried in the fire, that we Rey, 3; 7 
. may be rich, and white raiment to cover 38. © 
or nakedneſs, and eye-ſalve to anoint ony Vaiah 55- | 


eyes, and we muſt buy this without mo- ** 

ney, and without price. It is ( as they 

uw ) the _ put j— = con- 
equent; as God is ſaid to ſe/} his peo- 
ple, when he delivers them hey” his "ig | 
hands of their Enemies, tho he ſell them Pſalm 44. © 

for nowught;, 'becauſe in ſelling, there is a 1 2 I 
delivering of what is ſold, intothe hands 

of the Buyer. So we are ſaid to buy, 
when we tnake a thing our own, or 

get it into' our own hands. Tho the : 
Prophet ſpeaks chiefly of the mean Con- Ezek. 16. 7 
dition of the* Fews , when God took 3 

- them to be his peculiar people, and ad- 

| vanced them to ſuch greatneſs; yet ' 

+ that was a Repreſentation of the State \- _ 


md Condition wherein God figda Si, * 
| ners , when he chuſts them out of;the?” 
World, and ſets them apart for himlelk;,. 
Our righteomſneſs 'is but - as. filthy. raps, 
Theſe do .not each to, cover a;man's 
Nakedneſs, but it is ſeen through ther; 
and if they be filthy rags, they rather, 
make a perſon more loatiſome,, thaw - 
become an Ornament to him, ſo far ag; | 
- they do reach. So our beſt Works, + or, . | 
Duties , reach but a little way, they. 
extend but to a ſmall part of our livesz' 
and ſo far'as they do reach, .they arg, 
polluted aad defiled with fin. ::'We. 
muſt not come with gur own rightes. 
ouſneſs to Chriſt, bat we muft be marricd. 
to Chriſt, that we may bring forth fruit to, _ 
God, And if any ſay, weare married to 
Chrift by faith, and ſo muſt receive, that, 
Grace whereby we believe,, before we. : 
are married to him. I anſwer, It is.in, 
this caſe, as it happens in ſome Marri- 
2ges.. If a mean perſon marry. one that 
is much aboye her, tho ſhe be enticled 
by Marriage to what is her Husband's, 
if ſhe hath not wherewithal. (6 bear- | 
the Charge of the Marriage, or to come_ 
_ to him, as Rebecca did to Iſaac, ſhe muſt 
-take on truſt what.. will, defray, this. 
Charge, on the Credit ſhe hath by ſuch; 
a defigued Marriage, or. be furniſhed. ! 
with what is neceflary from bim.. So,, 


i THE TY OY, P92 og CH OW ROT IT þ” 
PIR, Ou YT ENG PAR OS: ORs 


ww af 


WO ra acidothorabler benefiesier - 
Che#f,” by our:believing on hims; yet # 


Toy bs giver to us 16 Bolitor 0n bim fir bis ſake; | Phil. 
* | through whom' we receive the -firſt wel 
3, Grace, as'well as. all the reſt. 

r, IF -: 25 There 'is nochingrequired'in us 

" FF to:make-the :Grace:of God to become 


* | cifcttual. Hedothinocas thoſe that make 
Choice of fach as:nature hath qualified or 


' B fitted for improvement to great employ- 
 Y ments; or 'take rhe/advantage of any 
: | good -humour:which he finds merrin, 


that may diſpoſe them to Eterial-Life, 

_ as ſome-intexpret!the words of the E- | 
vangeliſt; -which/ in our Tranſlation, | 
were- ordained 40 eternal life; Nebuebad- AQs 15.'s 
nezian, when: he-would' take ſome: of #* | 
the Children of the. 'Captivity'to- train 

' up for his Service ,.:choſe fuch. as were 
well-favoured, or "lightly; and ſuch as 
were Jhilfil in al wiſdom, and: —__ in 
knowledge, and 'underftanding_ ſcience, . and 
ſuch' as hat ability. But: God doth noe Danict 1; 1 
ſeek out ſuch for his Servicez He makes & ; 
the beart of the raſh to-underftand knowledg, F 
and the gs we of the - ftemmerers to ſpeak Ifziah 3+. 
plainly.” 'Carpenter .indeed. mult 4. . 
look out fuch Wood as is naturally fit- 
ted: for: his' uſes he: cannot make - 

FF cooked. piece: firaight- by bending, 

F Ke a Knorry: y_ clcave.Bus a __ 4 

"me GR 4 any SS be HTN IS, FL 
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by 


1 wo 3- of flones raiſe up children to Abrabam. And 


in making a thorough change iu thoſe 
in whom he finds the moſt deep-rooted 
Prejudices againſt the Goſpel, He turn- 


and 26. 9. Feſws of Nazareth z ſo that. they. glorified 
| Gal. 1.23, ur: th when they ſaw fach a WOn- 
4 derfal change wrought in him. 

; But tho there be nothing m us which 
may oblige God to bcſtow his Grace 
on us, or facilitate his Work in our 
Converſion, or drawing us to Cheilt 3 
yet as Faith is our AQ, there is forme» 
þ. thing required in ordes thereto, zhat 
As 8.37. we mey believe with all our heart, or free- 
| ly and willingly take hold on God's 
Prov.27.7. Covenant. The full ſtomach loatbes the 
{Matth. 7. hony ccmb,and ſwine will tread pearls andet 
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what fze or form ſoever.,.or bowever | 
ruſty, or batter'd, and caſt-it into whad JN 
Mold -or Form he ts. : So God:can _ 


as he ſhews the freeneſs and richcs of his | 
 _ Mercy in chuling the worſt of Sinners ; 
ſo he ſhews the power of his Graee; / 


ed Pau! when he was in his full Car» - 
| A reer towards Hell ; meer was m_ 
 AQtsg. 1. ing ont threatnings and ſlaughter againſt ; 
Church ; and verily thought he ought 
to do many things againſt the nowe of | 


Ko their feet. Therefore _ _ pon tr ; 
Matth. 11. weary and beavy laden,and thoſe thet thi 1 
Sf” | ., fe invited 20 come to Chrift,, becauſe none | 


 vhow 


F- fore he ſtern tb queſtion their ſincerity 


.. * lieve with a-full perſwaſion, that we are 5; " 


Bos FEES 


Poo fi ad idbeetr, ' Who wank | 
paw flee fromprhegrath 22 come ; where: 7: 
by <1c/dv + Gppoſe', mean the 


+pratb that was\ th: n, that natienbf 1 1... 4 
af Heſt, > 4 
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the-Rovunet baw the 
as 100r;Saviduraftwhere calls it: V- 
is tbe nicath2e tame;tvbich Jeſus del 33- 1 
from: 'Ehe'Saddwcroidid notbeicvethkt * Thel. 1+ 
there yas:any Future tate',. and conſe+ '** ; 
quently anyimebthas came 21'The Phariſees ag, ,,, 2} 
truſted in tbemſeties thut they were righte+ 3. 
a%;7and. fo: could not apprehend. any Luke 18, 

r.of rhe wrath to come!: ''There« 9-10  } 


inthe: profeſſion which they made; and . 

requires thears to bring fotth fruit meer 

for 'xepentabce, and''not '40 ground 

pr ny wr Deſcent:;from * | 
Abrdham:; - As menate to give # 're I 
of* « the bepe that” is. vin hw; ker 4b n——Y 
ſhould | have ſome-zeaſon for their $+- 
lizving , or' coming-to God "by Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 1\W..7 23,63 "71 ye 
* TI ſhall take the liberty here to'refer 7A 
to what. hath been faid by 2 Grave So- ; 
ber man on this Sabje@&, he being'a 
perfon- that none will faſpe@t of golngy J 
coo-far ow-this: hand, 'In the Infirutie x, Wal-' 
ons that he/givesto'prevent' the deſets rer Mar- 7 
that we ard \mbſt tiabte ro'in the Birft AR fÞal in the} 


of Faith, he xls us, 1: We guſt -be- ano Ki 


* = My Childrenvofil ra 


1 Eternity: (2, We muſt: belicveaſſire 
- "#Þ, that: there.is no way tobe: fav 


*+Merits,; .SandGibcationes:wellaSRemiſ- 
-:- airhy)\theridin of many ſouls, that:they 


£; -40.] Sans, without any: regard toi Ee 1 
' .v whetiias thefo two benefits 4reinf 
bly-joined in; Chritt. | He herein 


men'{hauld affuredly believe this: in:the 


fally;perſwadtd: ofithe-all- ſuſficdiency:af 
Chriti for the» Salvation of ourſelves, 
and:allithat+believe: on.' him. 441i We 
are tobe fully perfwaded of the' truth 


particular caſe, 5, We are to believe als 
fucedly that it is the Will-of -Gog! that 


Ecexnal Life by hitny as'well -as any :0+ 
ther. Now, | without the: two: ſarmer 
: of theſe, ' we ſhall not mind; comipg/ta 


1 without the others; :wei ſhall haye licclh 
|, EBEORragemment to come to him.7; 1: 5 1 
ind-6.:5 988 Iv "Br? GL." 

s By E22eig 5 o "f "M 'N 
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142 6Kthour receiving all the favig: beno- 
*c-Mav-of:Chrilf; his-Epirit as well. adhib 
' roncof Sins, by Faith:: Ft being \( as-lie 


- truſt ron Chriſt : for: the':xcwilſionLzof ; 


morecthan many will defixe:of ek | 


firſt:Act oof 1Baith]. .3< We.-mult be * 


of the general Free-promiſe iv oyr,awn 


we" ſhould believe:in Chtifts and:have 


Chriſt, but- (ball make light. of hims | n. 


(in J's 4 4a+63] & £ be NN + 4 he 


. hes... 
Now if any ſhall enquire * whether: : -" 
theſe thing EX perpatory to our * 
believing * or coming to 2 Chriſt, be in | 
our own* power, or are the effects of 
; God's Grace its us; and whether coi 
verſion do always follow thereupon; I 
Anſwer, s | 
« There are ſome things as much in-our 
own power, as' any of our nataral or 
moral-a&ons arc, that: may have a ten» 
dency to ouf converſion: and therefore 
the Prophet complains of 1ſrael,that the 
did not their doings to turn to the Long _— +} 
And there is a Sermon: in the Morning 
Exerciſe, Publiſhed in-the Year 1 661. "TMs 
reputed to be Mr. Greenhills (who was 
a perſon far from the ſuſpicion of aſeri- 
| bing too much to the power of Na- 
ture) which reſolves the-queſtion, what* 
, perſons mult, and can do towards their 
own coriverſion. Now it is certain 
. that men may as well go by their Nas» 
tural power where the word- is prea- 
ched, as to places of temptation. And 
there they are within the call of the 
Goſpel; and fo are 'as the impotent ; 
perſons at the Pool of- Betheſda, in a Jo 0.5: ec wo 
nearer capacity-of cure, if it pleaſe God '$c. * 
- by his Spirit to give increaſe to what is 1 : Conugll 
planted and watered : for faith comes by S& 
hearing: and therefore the Devil endea» OE 102 
* Wars $0. <td out nodes How: Lo a 9 Luk, $32 
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. bear, left we ſhould believe and be ſaved .'fÞ 
* We ſte further how much it is in man's: 
power to bend his-mind to the ſtudy}. 
of any particular ſubje@ : we fee it: 
plainly not only in mens chuſing in” 
eneral. the ſtudy of Law, Phylick,- or 
ivinity 5 but thoſe that addiQt them-: 
ſelves to the ſtudy 'of Divinity, chule: 
any particular point thereof to treat on, 
And they who give not the leafi ground 
of hope, that there is anyWaving work 
upon their own fouls, will prets upon 
others ſuch things as the conlidera-. 
tion of, may incline and diſpoſe. them 
, to believing z and men have the ſame 
natural power to teach themlclves, 
. which they have to veach otherer. But 
all this will not rezch to converſion, any 
* farther than God is pleaſed to give to 
EVEry One. 
I will now ſhew you what God doth 
towards the converſion of finners, or / 
which may have a tendency thereto; i 
Some things he doth by his Providence, 
FO which he makes many times ſubſervienc 
—_ 7- to his Grace. He that determines the | 
k / bounds of mens babitatipn, caſts them into 
| ſach places wheze they may hear the 
EF. Cor Goſpel preached plainly, ſcriouſly, by 
Ix - ſuch as perſuade men, as knowing. the | 
1 terror of the Lord, And he may ex- - 
; - exciſe them.under ſome affliction, which. } 
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_ fefs]I thiak our Cong he ſpeaks - 


- and diſtinguiſhes them from  . but- E- 


- but of thoſe Mixacles which he wrought, . J 


men may be brought near the King- 


[Gage © and Spirit: He enlightensf 
1 race and FEI tes" 


Tone he Sea, , nd nee te "2 
aſter 3 Yu cn me by 

befalls chem. ft ive oo 
repent. But ſuch wor mp5 gs ci 4 
times of txye ie Coprehon and this gead- Hof. 6.: 4... 
neſs proves but ag the m_nig;£ clowd, gr Gen.20. 6... 
early dero which paſſes away.” God doth Jo. 16.84] 
ſomething forthes þ by his mary, 2 grace, . I 
reſtraining men. from il, .-con-+ 


of the Spirit's xeproving or convincing... 
the World, underſtands the World of - 4 
ſuch whom he choſe his Diſciples out of,". *-- > 2 


think it is not intended of any-inward + 
working, of the Spirit upon their hearts, . 


which confirmed the. truth of Chaiff's- 
ReſurreRion, and of his Do@rine, .By - 
ſuch means as] have now -mention: 


dom of Heaven, but. never .cater finto 4 
* Bur thoſ hich Salo 242 

But thoſe preparitions whic Vet» 24-" | 
tion doth follo low upon, are ( a8 the {6- fee ON | 
berer Papiſts acknowledge) wrought v "D ſub die; 
pet, F 
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| 45. 
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when ie pleafes God to 72veol bis Son in 
£3 hethat* before had fio* form nor3 
6: comelineſs'i our eyes,” riox/any beauty! 
TR that we ſfiwuld defire hiin', 'is'now'the 
| Jo. 6. 44, Chick of Teo choufands in our account, 
* -and'altogetber lovely. ' God draws us to” 
Chrift by teaching 3” tho T'do not think 
' that allthe efficacy of God's Grace con- * 
- fiſts in propounidirg things to the un- 
derſtandirg, or in enlightening the un- 
derſtanding to conceive aright of them. : 
l cret touch of his Spirit, he ? 
1 Jingn5: ſo cffeQually inclines our hearts to him, ? 
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But by a 


that we do in a ſort naturally mind ſpi- 


* ritual things: that is,freely, without cor.- + 
ftraint. is of the Spirit's enlight- : 
ning the mind, is not a peculiar notion * 


of  Enthufiaſts , 'bur "the commonly re- 


ceived DoRtine of ſober Proteſtants. So. 


Bifhop Pierſon 'on the Article of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in his Fxpofition of the 
Creed tells us, The work of the Spirit is 
double, external and: general, or inter= 
'-nal and particular: By 'the former he 


reveals the will of God to the whole * 
"Church ,” by the latter he illuminates * 


the underſtanding. of © patticular | be- 
lievers,” that boron receive the truth; 


ms} W's us arl aff Fs E 


cl ie wo I. propound- © 

vin, Tbs doth. way his "Spirk " WEN 

$ ſpiritually of our ſtate and 1 
the werd;which is the ſword oh. 6 0 

; raged they al twy edge 4.t2..3 


| $ Wer prercing to t dividing aſunder Ads 2-37. . ; 
twixt the Soul and the Spirit the joynts and- 4 


the marrow; pr cking | inners at the beart, 

ſo as it ſhall 'be as a Sword in their 
ts ; and thoſe ſins which they went 3 
lightly under before ( as David did un- 2 $am. 41; © 


& der his) are now. a heavy burden, too Plal.38.4. © 
heavy for them, And theſe convidi- 3 


ons he makes as a bearded arrow, which 
while men.endeayour to ſhake off, tor- 
ment them moxe, and they ſhall not be 
able to put off the thoughts of their fins, þ 
but (as David's) they ſhall be contine: pry 7,2. 
ally before them ; ſo that they ſhall have E: 
no reſt in their ſpirits till they come.to 
Chriſt. | 

But now. doubts do. ordinarily. ariſe 
in the minds. of Chritftians, whether 
they be rightly humbled; whether they 
be ſufficiently humbled z whether they 
have been Jong enough under theſe 
preparations. . - " 

1. They are ready to ſyſpec. that + "'-.} 
their trouble for ſinignot kindly, that I 
it is rathex from (clove, and-fear of 
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{8 agai 0d Gli 6 
Fan” OY to > this ig yi 7 
hath pfaced our affeRions in thy Soul 
as handlcs to take'holg on It, and pa 
— __ and = doth nat ha | 
2r.32.40, after” converſion is fear into. 
me 6 6. bearts (or at leaſt pub it there)th, 
| not depart bim', but i may 
© Gen. 2-17. te, Þ art nat ex but he | YJ 
an intimidating threatning. to man j 
the fiace of Innocency, to be a mean: 
to keep him from fin. And at firſt con 
verſion we ordinarily flee from. the wrath 
| Matt. 3. 7- to come; or to avoid thaf, flap for refuge 
| Heb. 6-18: #0 lay bold on the hope that is ſet before nes 
Bur there is a frequent exerciſe of Evaiy- 
cal repentance after Converſion. Men: 
eſpy a Tree in a ſtorm, or in the heat, 
and betake themſelves to it for ſhelter * 
| or ſhade: but when -they come at it, / 
they tind fruit which they did not at 
fuch a diftance ſee, or in ſuch a frighe- 
or trouble confider ; but having.found * 
IF it, they are ſatlaft) .as much pleaſed | 
E-: with it, as with the covert or umbrage 4 
of it. So we fit wnder the ſhadow of” 
Chriſt with great delight, and bis fruit is - 
" ſweet 10 our tafte. In Marriage, Eſtate + 
and Convenienggs of Life are firſt trea- 
ted of; and L.. 2 love increaſes by. 
ſociety Or. © 3 .you have firtt ww 
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pleaſed to dealyarioully with perſons, eithes 


urning you 
iniquities, and fay with Paul, Lord, 
what would:ft thou have me to do ? Tt matrers 
not ſo much whar is our firſt motive to bring 
us to Chriſt, if} do not terminare our deſires, 
when wehave occaſion and I 


Eftate. | 
For the fear of Chriſtians that they have 
not been ſufficiently humbled, and fo that 
they ſhould have the wounds of their conſci- 
ences healed ſlightly, before they be ſuffici- 
ently ſearched or drawn ; I anſwer, It is true 
when perſons have been Ow hum- 
bled for their fin, it May work in them 
a greater averſion from it , and a more 


F fixed reſolution =_ inſt it. As when Ephrains 
ch for 


had ſuffered mu their fin of Idolatry, 


bhey would not ſay any more to the work of their Hol. 14. 3, 4 


hands, ye are my Gods: but would rather ſay, 8, 
what have I (8 do any more with Idels ? and tho 


| the Jews were much addifQted to Idolatry, yer 


the deftruftion of their Temple and Ciry by 
the Caldeans, and their Captivity in Babylex, 
did much reclaim them from it. Yea, God is 
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5 notorious ,.or as.the frarne and temper's 
their hearts is : he-char inſtrufts the 'husband 
man to uſe (eyeral means for getting ont” 
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our Phyſicians, or to preſcribe to God how he #3 
ſhould deal with us : I have heard'of an Emi-# 


A» 


SS 


” 
> 


2 S08 WE DLYS TESE 


. nent Man, who (in a deep humility) defired% 
| that God would ſhew him his ſin in its own co- Ml 25 


lours; or let him ſee the deformity of ir, M2? 
that he might be yet more humi®-d for it; and. $ 
God did ſhewit to him ſo as to make him' c 

mourning to his grave. And T have likewiſe WF 
heard of 2 wowan, that made the like requeſt 7 D 


. to God, thinking ſhe could never be futfici. 


encly humbled for het fin-" Bur ir pleafed God i * 


PR 4 -w 
p SEEN 2 Pe” * , 5 
af "4 She Pry” + 57 


SOOT. vm de 3 Bonn u th, WM. n - £ _ 
*. SER Wo wh : KN > os, 8... Y A St vn, 4. he > = 
F - on. Ft Y To > (WY jo 


$ID TR v 
I oe TIL rt Jar 44; a 


XD fd) aha Sos 


r yin g15) 


5 dr par 


; they may nor noe boon farmardts 


many: 

qhein preſead 

, and that it is Humilicy.ſo eodd# 

trwe-muſt fad. out the certainty and finw 
cerity. x 4 - our. Faith and Obedience , by. For 
znatior We ,cani haye -2; 

; that we are ina ftate-of: 

radon already;;,a0g that ſuch an» 

bare, to the reflet;A& of- Faith, 

Wooy of that, Faith where 

; ens a2 
[7 tay to &, Chriff,,wet Plal. 119. 
Id 2:4; oy, 6 et delay. fo-keep thit comer 60. 2 


F 7 
F, 


we 


cam juſt 


py 


TR 


FORE ,, 4 \0 on i; £ LA. 4% ws g X Wn bi Ws 

74 preparation. may be af the Re | 

oy convey nc .the Divine: laturi E 

Ns Eo may both prepars the hv 
, 9 +. - - 

Was, and.convey the Image to it by one and . 


* £ £4226 
25a 


Lb 100; V 
ts Let 
Roy. 6 
Ee 

: 'Y. 
[et En _ 
»y 


Pi dy - 


+ 


Heb. Ts 
13. 


But . it 190 
likewiſe neceſſary, that we may. enjoy. chard” 
happineſs :which he hath prepared for us. - Hol" 
brings in the Highways and Hedges, the mean 
eft and moſt unworthy to partake of his Glo” 
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